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PREPACE 


IT is hoped that the present volume will be found 
within its limits a fairly representative selection of 
original documents for the use of students. Attention 
has been directed, not only to the general course of 
events, but to the history of the New Testament Canon, 
and to the personal opinions of conspicuous writers. 
It has been thought best to give a translation for the 
benefit of such as are but mean scholars, but to leave 
everything in the way of notes to the teacher. 

My best thanks are due to the Trustees of the 
Lightfoot Fund, to Mr. Parker, of Oxford, and to 
Messrs, T. and T. Clark, of Edinburgh, for the use of 
translations mentioned below’; also to Dr. Zahn, of 
Erlangen, for the Latin text of the Canxon Muratorianus, 
and to Professor Robinson for the Greek text of certain 
passages of Origen ?. 


+ Translations marked L. are due to Lightfoot’s Apostolic Fathers ; N.L. 
to the Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers; A.N.L. to the Ante- 
Nicene Christian Library. 

? These are numbered XLVIII, XLIX, LIL. 
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23. 
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2 Selections from (Tacitn 


I, 


Erco abolendo rumori Nero subdidit reos et quaes 
tissimis poenis adfecit, quos per flagitia invisos vulgu 
Christianos appellabat. Auctor nominis eius Christu 
Tiberio imperitante per procuratorem Pontium Pilatur 

5 supplicio adfectus erat ; repressaque in praesens exitiabili 
superstitio rursum erumpebat, non modo per Iudaean 
originem eius mali, sed per urbem etiam, quo. cunct 
undique atrocia aut pudenda confluunt celebranturqui 
Igitur primum correpti qui fatebantur, inde indicio eoru 

10 multitudo ingens haud perinde in crimine incendii quai 
odio humani generis convicti sunt. Et pereuntibus addit 
ludibria, ut ferarum tergis contecti, laniatu canum interirer 
aut crucibus adfixi, aut flammandi, atque’ ubi defeciss: 
dies, in usum nocturni luminis urerentur. Hortos suc 

15 ei spectaculo Nero obtulerat et circense ludicrum edeba 
habitu aurigae permixtus plebi vel curriculo insisten 
Unde quamquam adversus sontes et novissima exemp. 
meritos miseratio oriebatur, tamquam non utilitate public 
sed in saevitiam unius absumerentur, 

Tacitus, Anz. xv. 44. 


II, 
20 Aid ras aipvidiovs Kai éraddHdous yevouévas Hy 
cuppopas kal mepintdces, adedpot, Bpddiov vopuigou 
emioTpopiyy memorjoOae wept Tev emienroupévev Trap’ vp 


Pi 1 ath aut flammandi, atque] adjfixd sent fammandi, uigue Frank: 
rnold, 
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The Neronian Persecution (Tacitus). 


So to stifle the report, Nero put in his own place as 
ulprits and punished with every refinement of cruelty the 
zen whom the common people hated for their secret 
rimes. They called them Christians. Christ, from whom 
he name was given, had been put to death in the reign of 5 
“iberius by the procurator Pontius Pilate, and the pes- 
ilent superstition checked for awhile. Afterwards it 
egan to break out afresh, not only in Judaea, where the 
uischief first arose, but also at Rome, where all sorts of 
aurder and filthy shame meet together and become 10 
ashionable. In the first place then some were seized 
nd made to confess; then on their information a vast 
aultitude was convicted not so much of arson as of hatred 
or the human race. And they were not only put to 
leath, but put to death with insult, in that they were either 15 
lressed up in the skins of beasts to perish by the worrying 
dogs or else put on crosses to be set on fire, and when 
he daylight failed, to be burnt for use as lights by night. 
Vero had thrown open his gardens for that spectacle, and 
vas giving a circus pantomime, mingling with the people 20 
n a jockey’s dress, or driving a chariot. Hence com- 
aiseration arose, though it was for men of the worst 
haracter and deserving of the severest punishment, on 
he ground that they were not destroyed for the good of 
he state, but to satisfy the cruelty of an individual. 25 


Opening of Clement's Letter to the Corinthians. 


By reason of the sudden and repeated calamities and 
everses which are befalling us, brethren, we consider 
hat we have been somewhat tardy in giving heed to the 

B2 
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mpaypdrov, dyanntol, Ths Te aAdoTpias Kat gévns Tois 
éxrexTois TOO Ocod, papas Kal dvociov ordcews, ayy oAlya 
mpbcwra mporeth Kal ab0ddn badpxovTa els Toocodro 
dmovoias éféxavoav, date TO cenvov Kai meptBonToy kal 
racw dvOparos agiaydrntov dvoua vpov peydhos 
Bracdnundjva, tis yap mapemidnujoas mpos dpds 
Thy mavdperov Kal BeBaiav budy miotw ovK eoxipace: 
Thy Te cdppova kal émekH év Xpic7@ evoéBecay ovx 
eOavpacev; Kai Td peyadomperts Tis pidrogevias tpyay 
10 00s ovK exypugev ; Kai THY TedElav Kal doparh yvoou 
oUK é“akdpiceyv 5 AmpoTwmoAnpTTaS yap mavTa érroLeire, 
Kal Tos voutpos) Tob Ocot émopeverbe, Uroraccépevol 
Tols hyoupévors bua@y kal Tinhy Thy KabhKoveay drove 
fovres Tois Trap’ vyuly mpecBuTépoiss véows TE péTpLA Kai 
15 T€uva voely ereTpereTEe’ yuvarEiv TE ev dudpw Kal cEpurt 
kal adyvR ovvedjoe mdvta émitedeiv TapnyyéArere. 
atepyotcas Kabnkbvtws Tods dvdpas éavTav' & Te 74 
kavévt THs bmorayns brapxovcas Ta KaTa& Tov oikor 
cEeuvas oikoupyeiv édiddoKeTe, TavY cwppovovcas. 


on 


CLEMENS ROMANUS, Ad Cor. i. 


III. 


20 «ANN tva Tey dpxalwy dsrodeypdrovy mavodpeba 
AOwpev emt rods Eyytata yevopévovs dOAnrds’ AdBoper 
THS yeveds Hudy Ta yevvata brodetypara. did CHdrov Kai 
POdvoy of péyiorot Kai Sikatétaroi oTvdoL €b16y Onoay Kai 
ws Oavdrou ijOnoav, dBopey mpd dpOarpav Apar 

25 Tous dyabovs admoarddous’ Ilérpov, ds dia Arov aOiKor 
ovx Eva ovdé d¥0 aGdAX mrelovas omyveykev movous, Kal 
oT@ paptupnaas emopevOn els Tov dperrAdpuevov rémov Tif 
(Sdgns. dia Cirov kal Ep Iaddos Uropovas BpaPein 


4 
} rots vopipos] Clem, Alex. ; trois rSuos AC; az lege S. 
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natters of dispute that have arisen among you, dearly 
reloved, and to the detestable and unholy sedition, so 
lien and strange to the elect of God, which a few head- 
trong and self-willed persons have kindled to such 
. pitch of madness that your name, once revered and 
enowned and lovely in the sight of all men, hath been 
rreatly reviled. For who that had sojourned among you 
lid not approve your most virtuous and steadfast faith ? 
Nho did not admire your sober and forbearing piety in 
christ? Who did not publish abroad your magnificent 
lisposition of hospitality? Who did not congratulate 
‘ou on your perfect and sound knowledge? For ye did 
ll things without respect of persons, and ye walked after 
he ordinances of God, submitting yourselves to your 
ulers and rendering to the older men among you the 
\onour which is their due. On the young too ye enjoined 
nodest and seemly thoughts: and the women ye charged 
o perform all their duties in a blameless and seemly and 
yure conscience, cherishing their own husbands, as is 
neet ; and ye taught them to keep in the rule of obedience, 
ind to manage the affairs of their household in seemliness, 
vith all discretion. 


The Neronian Persecution (Clement). 


Bur, to pass from the examples of ancient days, let us 
‘ome to those champions who lived nearest to our time. 
Let us set before us the noble examples which belong to our 
‘eneration. By reason of jealousy and envy the greatest 
nd most righteous pillars of the Church were persecuted, 
nd contended even unto death. Let us set before our 
yes the good Apostles. There was Peter who by reason 
if unrighteous jealousy endured not one nor two but 
aany labours, and thus having borne his testimony went 
o his appointed place of glory. By reason of jealousy 
nd strife Paul by his example pointed out the prize of 


al 


fe} 


5 


is} 


° 


ix} 


5 


6 Selections from (Clem. Rom. 


irédegev, enrdxis Secu popéoas, puyadevbeis, Abac- 
Geis, kipué yevsuevos ev te TH dvatorf Kai év TH dvc«t, 
rd yevvaioy Tis mlarews abtod KAgos ehaBev, Sixatoovyny 
&iddEas ddov tov Kécpov Kai ent 7d Téppa THs dvocas 
eXOdév- Kal paptupioas emi trav Wyovpéver, obTrws amnh- 
Adyn Tod Kécpou Kai els tov dywov rTémov éropedOn, 
dropovas yevouevos péytotos Uroypappos. 

Tovrois tois dvdpdow doiws modirevoapévors ovvn- 
OpotcOn mord mrROos exdexTadv, olrwes Toddals aikiats 
ro kal Bacdvows, did CHdros wabdyres, bmbderypa KaAALOTOY 

éyévovro ev jyiv. did <HAos Siwy Oeicat yuvaikes, Aava- 

ides kal Aipxat}, aikiopara dewd kal dvicia mabodca, 
emt tov Ths miorews BéBaov Spdpov KathvTnoay Kai 
daBov yépas yevvaioy ai dodeveis TO oopatt. 

Lbid. v, vi. 


on 


IV. 


> Pe » 2 , 

1s  IIpodjdkov ody jyiv dvTwy TovTwy, Kal éyKxexudpéres 
els Ta BdOn ths Oclas yvdoews, madvTa Taéet Trovety 
odeihonev doa 6 Seomdrns émitedeiv éxéXevcey Kara 
Kalpovs TeTaypévous’ Tas TE Mpoagopas Kal AELToupyias 
emipedras emitedeiobar Kal ovK Eiki 7) aTaKT@S ExéXEVoEV 

2 aA ~ 

20 yiveoOat, GAN @piopévols Katpois Kal dpas’ mod Te kal 

bia tivev émiredeicbat Oédet, adtos Spicev TH breptdto 
? a ta e Th ce Oe 7, La 2 ? 2 
atrod BovAnoe: iv’ dclws mdvta ywopeva ev eddokjoe 
£ ef wy “a # , lot 4 ee eas 
evrpbadexta ein TO OedAfjpare avtod* of ovyv Tois mpoc- 
3 x es 5 

TeTaAyMEvoLs Kalpols ToLodYvTES Tas mpoogopas avTa@Y Ev- 

25 WpoadEKTOL TE Kal pakdplol, Tis yap voutpors TOO SeaTréToU 
5 ~ x a a“ ‘ » aM 
dxodovbobvres ov Stapaprdvovow, TO yap apyrepel iia 

Ea -~ c fo wv 

Aeroupylat Sedopévar eiaiv, Kal rois lepedow dios 6 Témos 


' Aavaides nat Atpxar] ACS; vedrides maidioxae coni. Wordsworth. 
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patient endurance. After that he had been seven times in 
bonds, had been driven into exile, had been stoned, had 
preached in the East and in the West, he won the noble 
rénown which was the reward of his faith, having taught 
righteousness unto the whole world and having reached 
the farthest bounds of the West ; and when he had borne 
his testimony before the rulers, so he departed from the 
world and went unto the holy place, having been found 
a notable pattern of patient endurance. 

Unto these men of holy lives was gathered a vast multi- 
tude of the elect, who through many indignities and 
tortures, being the victims of jealousy, set a brave ex- 
ample among ourselves. By reason of jealousy women 
being persecuted after they had suffered cruel and unholy 
insults as Danaids and Dircae, safely reached the goal in 
the race of faith, and received a noble reward, feeble 
though they were in body. 


Arrangements settled by the Apostles. 

Forasmucu then as these things are manifest before- 
hand, and we have searched into the depths of the Divine 
knowledge, we ought to do all things in order, as many as 
the Master hath commanded us to perform at their 
appointed seasons. Now the offerings and ministrations 
He commanded to be performed with care, and not to be 
done rashly or in disorder, but at fixed times and seasons. 
And where and by whom He would have them performed, 
He Himself fixed by His supreme will: that all things 
being done with piety according to His good pleasure 
might be acceptable to His will. They therefore that 
make their offerings at the appointed seasons are accept- 


5 


Io 


Cal 


5 


iS} 


5 


able and blessed: for while they follow the institutions of 30 


the Master they cannot go wrong. For unto the high- 
priest his proper services have been assigned, and to 
the priests their proper office is appointed, and upon the 
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mpooréraxrat, Kai revirais iStar draxoviat émixewTau 6 

aixds dvOpwmos rois Aaikois mpoordypacw déderan, 
"Exaortos tyav, ddeddot, ev To idim Téypate evxapio- 

reira Oc@ ev dyabh ovverdjoe imdpxXov, pi) TapeK- 

5 Batvoy tov dpicpévoy Tis Aeroupylas avTobd kavéva, év 
ceuvérntt, od mavtaxod, adedgol, mporpépovTat buotat 
évdedexiopod 4 edyGv 4 mepl dpaprias Kal wAnppedelas, 
aN 4 év ‘Tepovoadhp povy’ Kael 6& odk &y marti romp 
mporpéperat, GAN Eumpoober Tob vad mpos Td Ouo.acry- 

10 ploy, papockonnbey 7d mporpepopevoy Oia Tod apxiepéws 
kal Tov mpoeipnuévav AeToupy@v. of ody Tapa TO KaOiKoY 
tis Bovdhoews adrod mowotyrés te Odvarov Td mpooTipoy 
Zxovow, spare, addehpol, dam mretovos KaTn§@Onpev 
yrdcews, TorovT@ paddov vroxeipeba Kivdive, 

13 O88 dmbatodro piv ebnyyedicOnoay and Tod Kupiov 
"Inood Xpictod, ’Inoods 6 Xpiords awd rot Ocod éé- 
exéugOn, 6 Xpiords ovv ard tod Ocob, kai of amécro- 
oe ad TOO Xpiorod? éyévovto ovy auddrepa evTaxtws 
éx OerAnjpatos Oecd, mapayyedias ody aBdvTes Kai 

20 TAnpogopnbévres Sia THS avacrdoews Tob Kupiov jpav 
"Inoot Xpicrod Kal mictwbévtes ev TO AbyH TOD Ocoi 
pera mrAnpogpopias mvevparos dyiov e€HAOor, evayyedrrCope- 
vou TY Bacireiay Tod Ocod pédrev EpxerOat, KaTa xdpas 
otv Kai méAeas Knptaooovtes Kabictavoy Tas amapxas 

25 avT@v, Sokidoavres TH Tvevpart, els €miokdrovs Kal 
Stakévous T&v peArASYT@Y TLoTEvELY, Kal TOHTO OV KalLVas, 
éx yap 6% moAd@v Xpbvar eyéypamto Tepl émickéT@y Kal 
Siaxivev' otras ydp mov éyer ) ypagy Katacrico 
Tovs émickérous avTav év Stkatoctyn Kal Tovs Stakdvous 

30 avTa@y év TioTel, 

* * * * * * * 
Kai of dréorodot jpav tyvwcav dia tod Kupiov *pav 
*Inoot Xpiotob Sri Epis Eorar emt rod dvdparos rijs 
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levites their proper ministrations are laid. The layman is 
bound by the layman’s ordinances. 

Let each of you, brethren, in his own order give thanks 
unto God, maintaining a good conscience and not trans- 
gressing the appointed rule of His service, but acting with 5 
all seemliness. Not in every place, brethren, are the 
continual daily sacrifices offered, or the freewill offerings, 
or the sin offerings and the trespass offerings, but in 
Jerusalem alone. And even there the offering is not made 
in every place, but before the sanctuary in the court of 10 
the altar; and this too through the high-priest and the 
aforesaid ministers, after that the victim to be offered hath 
been inspected for blemishes. They therefore who do 
any thing contrary to the seemly ordinance of His will 
receive death as the penalty. Ye see, brethren, in pro- 15 
portion as greater knowledge hath been vouchsafed unto 
us, So much the more are we exposed to danger. 

The Apostles received the Gospel for us from the Lord 
Jesus Christ; Jesus Christ was sent forth from God. So 
then Christ is from God, and the Apostles are from 20 
Christ. Both therefore came of the will of God in the 
appointed order. Having therefore received a charge, 
and having been fully assured through the resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and confirmed in the word of God 
with full assurance of the Holy Ghost, they went forth 25 
with the glad tidings that the kingdom of God should 
come. So preaching everywhere in country and town, 
they appointed their first-fruits, when they had proved 
them by the Spirit, to be bishops and deacons unto them 
that should believe. And this they did in no new fashion ; 30 
for indeed it had been written concerning bishops and 
deacons from very ancient times; for thus saith the scrip- 
ture in a certain place, I will appoint their bishops in 
righteousness and their deacons in faith. 

* * * * * * * 

And our Apostles knew through our Lord Jesus Christ 35 

that there would be strife over the name of the bishop’s 


I 


I 
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émisxomas, did tatvrny odv thy aitlay mpbyvect «iAn- 
pores Terdelav KaréoTnoay Tods Mmpoeipnpuevous, Kai peTagd 
émipoviy } deddkaow bros, édv KoipnOdow, diadéfovrat 
Erepor Sedoxipacpévor avdpes tiv Rettoupyiav avTav, 
rods ody Katractabévras dm’ éxeivear i peTtatd bd’ érépwv 
é\doyivor dvdpay, cuvevdoxnadans THs éexkAnoias wéons, 
Kal Aetoupyjoavras apéuMTos TO Tomvip Tob Xpiocrod 
peta Tamevoppootyns havxws Kai aBavatiows, pepap- 
Tupnpévovs TE ToAOIS xpdvois bd TdvTwy, TovTOUS ov 
o dikaiws vopifopey dmoBddAcoOat TAS AetToupylas, duap- 
Tia yap ov puxpa& Huiv oral, édv Tovs apéuTT@s Kal 
daiws mpoceveykovtas 7% SG@pa THS EémtoKoTAS aro- 
Bddropev, paxdpior of mpoodoirophaavtes mpecBuvrepoi, 
oitiwwes €ykaptrov kai Tedelay Exxov THY avdhvow* ov yap 
evraBodvrar py Tis avTovs peracthaon amd Tob (pupévou 
avrois Témov, dopapev yap Ort éviovs tpeis petnydyere 
Kadas moAtrevopevous ex THs dpéumrTos adrois Ter unwéevns 
Aciroupyias, id. x\-xlii, xliv. 
Vv. 


“Orav yap Oo émicxir@ vmotdoonobe as *Inood 


wm 


on 


20 XpicT@, paiverGE por ov Kata avOpdrovs (SvTes, aAAA 


kara Inooty Xpiorov, tov 8’ jpas drobavévra iva miored- 
cavtes eis Tov Odvatov abtod 7d dmobaveiy expvynre, 
dvaykaiov obv éoTi, domEp ToLeiTe, dvev Tod émicKérov 
pndev mpdooey buds’ adN brordocecbe Kal TH mpeo- 
Butepio ads [rots] dmoordAas 'Inood Xpicrod, ris édmidos 
nuay, év @ didyovres [ev aitG] ebpeOnodpeba, Set dt 
kai Tovs duakévous dvtas pvatnpioy 'Incod Xpicrod xara 
mdvTa Tpomov maow adpéckew od yap Bpwopdrov Kal 
moray elow didKovot, aAX éxkAnoias Ocod wsmnpérat 


on 


30 gov avy adrods puddocecbar Ta éyxAhpara ds Top, 


Z émpovny | coni. Turner; émvopujv A; émdouiv C; super probatione 
[émt Sox] S. 
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office. For this cause therefore, having received com- 
plete foreknowledge, they appointed the aforesaid persons, 
and afterwards they provided a continuance, that if these 
should fall asleep, other approved men should succeed to 


their ministration. Those therefore who were appointed 5 


by them, or afterward by other men of repute with the 
consent of the whole Church, and have ministered 
unblameably to the flock of Christ in lowliness of 
mind, peacefully ard with all modesty, and for long time 
have borne a good report with all—these men we consider 
to be unjustly thrust out from their ministration. For it 
will be no light sin for us, if we thrust out those who have 
offered the gifts of the bishop’s office unblameably and 
holily. Blessed are those presbyters who have gone 
before, seeing that their departure was fruitful and ripe: 
for they have no fear lest any one should remove them 
from their appointed place. For we see that ye have dis- 
placed certain persons, though they were living honour- 
ably, from the ministration which had been respected by 
them blamelessly. 


Lenatius on Episcopacy. 

For when ye are obedient to the bishop as to Jesus 
Christ, it is evident to me that ye are living not after men 
but after Jesus Christ, who died for us, that believing on 
His death ye might escape death. It is therefore neces- 
sary, even as your wont-is, that ye should do nothing 
without the bishop; but be ye obedient also to the pres- 
bytery, as to the Apostles of Jesus Christ our hope; for 
if we live in Him, we shall also be found in Him. And 
those likewise who are deacons of the mysteries of Jesus 


5 


20 


25 


Christ must please all men in all ways. For they are not 30 


deacons of meats and drinks but servants of the Church 
of God. It is right therefore that they should beware of 
blame as of fire. 
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In like manner let all men respect the deacons as Jesus 
Christ, even as they should respect the bishop as being 
a type of the Father and the presbyters as the council 
of God and as the college of Apostles. Apart from these 
there is not even the name of a church. 


Ignatius on Docetism. 


BE ye deaf therefore, when any man speaketh to you 
apart from Jesus Christ, who was of the race of David, 
who was the Son of Mary, who was truly born and ate 
and drank, was truly persecuted under Pontius Pilate, 
was truly crucified and died in the sight of those in heaven 
and those on earth and those under the earth; who more- 
over was truly raised from the dead, His Father having 
raised Him, who in the-like fashion will so raise us also 
who believe on Him—His Father, I say, will raise us—in 
Christ Jesus, apart from whom we have not true life. 

But if it were as certain persons who are godless, that 
is unbelievers, say, that He suffered only in semblance, 
being themselves mere semblance, why am I in bonds? 
And why also do I desire to fight with wild beasts? So 
I die in vain. Truly then I lie against the Lord. 


The Christians in the World. 


In a word, what the soul is in a body, this the Chris- 
tians are in the world. The soul is spread through all 
‘the members of the body, and Christians through the 
‘divers cities of the world. The soul hath its abode in 
ithe body, and yet it is not of the body. So Christians 
ij have their abode in the world, and yet they are not of the 
nworld. The soul which is invisible is guarded in the 
nbody which is visible: so Christians are recognised as 
{being in the world, and yet their religion remaineth 
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invisible. The flesh hateth the soul and wageth war 
with it, though it receiveth no wrong, because it is for- 
bidden to indulge in pleasures; so the world hateth 
Christians, though it receiveth no wrong from them, 
because they set themselves against its pleasures. The 5 
soul loveth the flesh which hateth it, and the members: 
so Christians love those that hate them. The soul is 
enclosed in the body, and yet itself holdeth the body 
together; so Christians are kept in the world as in 
a prison-house, and yet they themselves hold the world 
together. The soul though itself immortal dwelleth in 
a mortal tabernacle; so Christians sojourn amidst perish- 
able things, while they look for the imperishability which 
is in the heavens. The soul when hardly treated in the 
matter of meats and drinks is improved ; and so Christians 
when punished increase more and more daily. So great 
is the office for which God hath appointed them, and 
which it is not lawful for them to decline. 

For it is no earthly discovery, as I said, which was 
committed to them, neither do they care to guard so care- 20 
fully any mortal invention, nor have they entrusted to 
them the dispensation of human mysteries. But truly 
the Almighty Creator of the Universe, the Invisible God 
Himself from heaven planted among men the truth and | 
the holy teaching which surpasseth the wit of man, and 25 
fixed it firmly in their hearts, not as any man might 
imagine, by sending (to mankind) a subaltern, or angel, 
or ruler, or one of those that direct the affairs of earth, or 
one of those who have been entrusted with the dispensa- 
tions in heaven, but the very Artificer and Creator of the 30 
Universe Himself, by Whom He made the heavens, by 
Whom He enclosed the sea in its proper bounds, Whose 
mysteries all the elements faithfully observe from Whom 
[the sun] hath received even the measure of the courses of 
the day to keep them, Whom the moon obeys as He bids 35 
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her shine by night, Whom the stars obey as they follow 
the course of the moon, by Whom all things are ordered 
and bounded and placed in subjection, the heavens and 
the things that are in the heavens, the earth and the 
things that are in the earth, the sea and the things that 5 
are in the sea, fire, air, abyss, the things that are in the 
heights, the things that are in the depths, the things that 
are between the two. Him He sent unto them. Was 
He sent, think you, as any man might suppose, to estab- 
lish a sovereignty, to inspire fear and terror? Not so. 10 
But in gentleness [and] meekness has He sent Hin, as 

a king might send his son who is a king. He sent Him, 
as sending God; He sent Him, as [a man] unto men; He 
sent Him, as Saviour, as using persuasion, not force: for 
force is no attribute of God. He sent Him, as summon- 15 
ing, not as persecuting; He sent Him, as loving, not as 
judging. For He will send Him in judgement, and who 
shall endure His presence ?... [Dost thou not see] them 
thrown to wild beasts that so they may deny the Lord, 
and yet not overcome? Dost thou not see that the more 20 
of them are punished, just so many others abound? 
These look not like the works of a man; they are the 
power of God; they are proofs of His presence. 


Church order of the Didaché. 


But concerning baptism, thus shall ye baptize. Having 
first recited all these things, baptize in the name of the 25 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit in living 
(running) water. But if thou hast not living water, then 
baptize in other water, and if thou art not able in cold, 
then in warm. But if thou hast neither, then pour water 


L. 


_ on the head thrice in the name of the Father and of the 30 


Son and of the Holy Spirit. But before the baptism let 
him that baptizeth and him that is baptized fast, and any 
others also who are able; and thou shalt order him that 
is baptized to fast a day or two before. 
And let not your fastings be with the hypocrites, for 35 
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they fast on the second and the fifth day of the week ; but 
do ye keep your fast on the fourth and on the preparation 
(the sixth) day. Neither pray ye as the hypocrites, but as 
the Lord commanded in His Gospel, thus pray ye: Our 
Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done, as in heaven, so also 
on earth; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debt, as we also forgive our debtors; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from the Evil One ; for 
Thine is the power and the glory for ever and ever. 
Three times in the day pray ye so. 

But, as touching the eucharistic thanksgiving, give ye 
thanks thus. First, as regards ‘the cup: We give Thee 
thanks, O our Father, for the holy vine of Thy son David, 
which Thou madest known unto us through Thy Son 
Jesus; Thine is the glory for ever and ever. Then as 
regards the broken bread: We give Thee thanks, O our 
Father, for the life and knowledge which Thou didst 
make known unto us through Thy Son Jesus; Thine is 
the glory for ever and ever. As this broken bread was 
scattered upon the mountains and being gathered together 
became one, so may Thy Church be gathered together 
from the ends of the earth into Thy kingdom; for Thine 
is the glory and the power through Jesus Christ for ever 
and ever. But let no one eat or drink of this eucharistic 
thanksgiving, but they that have been baptized into the 
name of the Lord ; for concerning this also the Lord hath 
said : Give not that which is holy to the dogs. 

And after ye are satisfied thus give ye thanks: We 
give Thee thanks, Holy Father, for Thy holy name, 
which Thou hast made to tabernacle in our hearts, and 
for the knowledge and faith and immortality, which Thou 
hast made known unto us through Thy Son Jesus; Thine 
is the glory for ever and ever. Thou, Almighty Master, 
didst create all things for Thy name’s sake, and didst 
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give food and drink unto men for enjoyment, that they 
might render thanks to Thee; but didst bestow upon us 
spiritual food and drink and eternal life through Thy 
Son. Before all things we give Thee thanks that Thou 
art powerful; Thine is the glory for ever and ever. Re-5 
member, Lord, Thy Church to deliver it from all evil and 
to perfect it in Thy love; and gather it together from the 
four winds—even the Church which has been sanctified— 
into Thy kingdom which Thou hast prepared for it; for. 
Thine is the power and the glory for ever and ever. May 10 
grace come and may this world pass away. Hosanna to 
the God of David. If any man is holy, let him come; if 
any man is not, let him repent. Maran Atha. Amen. 

But permit the prophets to offer thanksgiving as much 
as they desire. 15 
Whosoever therefore shall come and teach you all these 

things that have been said before, receive him ; but if the 
teacher himself be perverted and teach a different doctrine 
to the destruction thereof, hear him not; but if to the 
increase of righteousness and the knowledge of the Lord, 20 
receive him as the Lord. 

But concerning the apostles and prophets, so do ye 
according to the ordinance of the Gospel. Let every 
apostle, when he cometh to you, be received as the Lord ; 
but he shall not abide more than a single day, or if there 25 
be need, a second likewise ; but if he abide three days, 
he is a false prophet. And when he departeth let the 
apostle receive nothing save bread, until he findeth 
shelter ; but if he ask money, he is a false prophet. And 
any prophet speaking in the Spirit ye shall not try neither 30 
discern ; for every sin shall be forgiven, but this sin shall 
not be forgiven. Yet not every one that speaketh in the 
Spirit is a prophet, but only if he have the ways of the 
Lord. From his ways therefore the false prophet and 
the prophet shall be recognized. And no prophet when 35 
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he ordereth a table in the Spirit shall eat of it; otherwise 
he is a false prophet. And every prophet teaching the 
truth, if he doeth not what he teacheth, is a false prophet. 
And every prophet approved and found true, if he doeth 
ought as an outward mystery typical of the Church, and 5 
yet teacheth you not to do all that he himself doeth, shall 
not be judged before you; he hath his judgement in the 
presence of God ; for in like manner also did the prophets 
of old time. And whosoever shall say in the Spirit, Give 
me silver or anything else, ye shall not listen to him; but 10 
if he tell you to give on behalf of others that are in want, 
let no man judge him. 

But let every one that cometh in the name of the Lord 
be received; and that when ye have tested him ye shall 
know him, for ye shall have understanding on the right 
hand and on the left. Ifthe comer is a traveller, assist 
him, so far as ye are able; but he shall not stay with you 
more than two or three days, if it be necessary. But if he 
wishes to settle with you, being a craftsman, let him work 
for and eat his bread. But if he has no craft, according 20 
to your wisdom provide how he shall live as a Christian 
among you, but not in idleness. If he will not do this, he 
is trafficking upon Christ. Beware of such men. 

But every true prophet desiring to settle among you is 
worthy of his food. In like manner a true teacher is also 25 
worthy, like the workman, of his food. Every firstfruit 
then of the produce of the wine-vat and of the threshing- 
floor, of thy oxen and of thy sheep, thou shalt take and 
give as the firstfruit to the prophets; for they are your 
chief-priests. But if ye have not a prophet, give them to 30 
the poor. If thou makest bread, take the firstfruit and 
give according to the commandment. In like manner, 
when thou openest a jar of wine or of oil, take the firstfruit 
and give to the prophets; yea and of money and raiment 
and every possession take the firstfruit, as shall seem 35 
good to thee, and give according to the commandment. 
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IX. 


Plinius Traiano. 


to SOLLEMNE est mihi, domine, omnia de quibus dubito ad 
te referre. Quis enim potest melius vel cunctationem 
meam regere vel ignorantiam instruere ? Cognitionibus de 
Christianis interfui numquam: ideo nescio quid et qua- 
tenus aut puniri soleat aut quaeri. Nec mediocriter haesi- 
15 tavi, sitne aliquod discrimen aetatum, an quamlibet teneri 
nihil a robustioribus differant, detur paenitentiae venia, 
an ei qui omnino Christianus fuit desisse non prosit, 
nomen ipsum, si flagitiis careat, an flagitia cohaerentia 
nomini puniantur. Interim in iis qui ad me tamquam 
20 Christiani deferebantur hunc sum secutus modum. In- 
terrogavi ipsos an essent Christiani: confitentes iterum 
ac tertio interrogavi supplicium minatus: perseverantes 
duci iussi. Neque enim dubitabam, qualecumque esset 
quod faterentur, pertinaciam certe et inflexibilem obstina- 
25 tionem debere puniri. Fuerunt alii similis amentiae, quos, 
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And on the Lord’s own day gather yourselves together 
and break bread and give thanks, first confessing your 
transgressions, that your sacrifice may be pure. And let 
no man, having his dispute with his fellow, join your 
assembly until they have been reconciled, that your 5 
sacrifice may not be defiled ; for this sacrifice it is that 
was spoken of by the Lord; In every place and at every 
time offer Me a pure sacrifice; for I am a great king, 
saith the Lord, and My name is wonderful among the 


nations. 10 


L. 
Pliny’s Correspondence with Trajan. 
Pliny to Trajan. 


Ir is my custom, lord emperor, to refer to you all 
questions whereof I am in doubt. Who can better guide 
me when I am at a stand, or enlighten me if I am in 
ignorance? In investigations of Christians I have never 
taken part; hence I do not know what is the crime usually 1 
punished or investigated, or what allowances are made. 
So I have had no little uncertainty whether there is any 
distinction of age, or whether the very weakest offenders 
are treated exactly like the stronger; whether pardon is 
given to those who repent, or whether nobody who has 
ever been a Christian at all gains anything by having 
ceased to be such; whether punishment attaches to the 
mere name apart from secret crimes, or to the secret 
crimes connected with the name. Meantime this is the 
course I have taken with those who were accused before 
me as Christians. I asked at their own lips whether they 
were Christians, and if they confessed, I asked them 
a second and third time with threats of ‘punishment. If they 
kept to it, 1 ordered them for execution; for I held no 


n 
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question that whatever it was that they admitted, in any 30 


case obstinacy and unbending perversity deserve to be 
punished. There were others of the like insanity; but as 
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quia cives Romani erant, adnotavi in urbem remittendos, 
Mox ipso tractatu, ut fieri solet, diffundente se crimine 
plures species inciderunt. Propositus est libellus sine 
auctore multorum nomina continens. Qui negabant esse 
5 se Christianos aut fuisse, cum praeeunte me deos appel- 
larent et imagini tuae, quam propter hoc iusseram cum 
simulacris numinum adferri, ture ac vino supplicarent, 
praeterea male dicerent Christo, quorum nihil posse cogi 
dicuntur qui sunt re vera Christiani, dimittendos esse 
10 putavi. Alii ab indice nominati esse se Christianos dixerunt 
et mox negaverunt; fuisse quidem, sed desisse, quidam 
ante triennium, quidam ante plures annos, non nemo 
etiam ante viginti. Hi quoque omnes et imaginem tuam 
deorumque simulacra venerati sunt et Christo male dixe- 
15runt. Adfirmabant autem hanc fuisse summam vel culpae 
suae vel erroris, quod essent soliti stato die ante lucem 
convenire carmenque Christo quasi deo dicere secum 
invicem seque sacramento non in scelus aliquod ob- 
stringere, sed ne furta, ne latrocinia, ne adulteria com- 
20 mitterent, ne fidem fallerent, ne depositum appellati 
abnegarent: quibus peractis morem sibi discedendi 
fuisse, rursusque coeundi ad capiendum cibum, promis- 
cuum tamen et innoxium; quod ipsum facere desisse post 
edictum meum, quo secundum mandata tua hetaerias esse 
25 vetueram. Quo magis necessarium credidi ex duabus 
ancillis, quae ministrae dicebantur, quid esset veri et per 
tormenta quaerere. Nihil aliud inveni quam supersti- 
tionem pravam immodicam. Ideo dilata cognitione ad 
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these were Roman citizens, I noted them down to be sent 
to Rome. Before long, as is often the case, the mere 
fact that the charge was taken notice of made it commoner, 
and several distinct cases arose. An unsigned paper was 
presented, which gave the names of many. As for those 
who said that they neither were nor ever had been 
Christians, I thought it right to let them go, since they 
recited a prayer to the gods at my dictation, made sup- 
plication with incense and wine to your statue, which 
I had ordered to be brought into court for the purpose 
together with the images of the gods, and moreover 
cursed Christ—not one of which things (so it is said) 
those who are really Christians can be made to do. 
Others who were named by the informer said that they 
were Christians and then denied it, explaining that they 
had been, but had ceased to be such, some three years 
ago, some a good many years, and one as many as twenty. 
All these too not only worshipped your statue and the 
images of the gods, but cursed Christ. They maintained, 
however, that the amount of their fault or error was this, that 
it was their habit on a fixed day to assemble before daylight 
and sing by turns a hymn to Christ as a god; and that 
they bound themselves with an oath, not for any crime, 
but not to commit theft or robbery or adultery, not to 
break their word, and not to deny a deposit when de- 
manded. After this was done, their custom was to depart, 
and meet together again to take food, but ordinary and 
harmless food; and even this (they said) they had given 
up doing after the issue of my edict, by which in accord- 


5 
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ance with your commands I had forbidden the existence 3° 


of clubs. On this I considered it the more necessary 
to find out from two maid-servants who were called 
deaconesses, and that by torments, how far this was true: 
but I discovered nothing else than a wicked and arrogant 


superstition. I therefore adjourned the case and hastened 35 
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consulendum te decucurri. Visa est enim mihi res digna 
consultatione, maxime propter periclitantium numerum, 
Multi enim omnis aetatis, omnis ordinis, utriusque sexus 
etiam, vocantur in periculum et vocabuntur. Neque civi- 
States tantum sed vicos etiam atque agros superstitionis 
istius contagio pervagata est; quae videtur sisti et corrigi 
posse. Certe satis constat prope iam desolata templa 
coepisse celebrari et sacra sollemnia diu intermissa repeti 
pastumque venire victimarum, cuius adhuc rarissimus 
1oemptor inveniebatur. Ex quo facile est opinari, quae 
turba hominum emendari possit, si sit paenitentiae locus. 


Traianus Plinio. 


Actum quem debuisti, mi Secunde, in excutiendis causis 
eorum qui Christiani ad te delati fuerant secutus es. 
Neque enim in universum aliquid quod quasi certam 

15 formam habeat constitui potest. Conquirendi non sunt: 
si deferantur et arguantur, puniendi sunt, ita tamen ut qui 
negaverit se Christianum esse idque re ipsa manifestum 
fecerit, id est supplicando dis nostris, quamvis suspectus 
in praeteritum, veniam ex paenitentia impetret. Sine 

20 auctore vero propositi libelli in nullo crimine locum habere 
debent. Nam et pessimi exempli nec nostri saeculi est. 

Puiny, £7. x. 96, 97. 
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to consult you. The matter seemed to me worth deli- 
beration, especially on account of the number of those in 
danger ; for many of all ages and every rank, and even of 
both sexes are brought into present or future danger. 
The contagion of that superstition has penetrated not the 
cities only, but the villages and country; yet it seems 
possible to stop it and set it right. At any rate it is 
certain enough that the almost deserted temples begin 
to be resorted to, that long disused ceremonies of religion 
are restored, and that fodder for victims finds a market, 
whereas buyers till now were very few. From this it 
may easily be supposed, what a multitude of men can be 
reclaimed, if there be a place of repentance. 


Trajan to Pliny. 


You have followed, my dear Secundus, the process you 
should have done in examining the cases of those who 
were accused to you as Christians, for indeed nothing can 
be laid down as a general law involving something like 
a definite rule of action. They are not to be sought out; 
but if they are accused and convicted, they must be 
punished—yet on this condition, that whoso denies him- 
self to be a Christian, and makes the fact plain by his 
action, that is, by worshipping our gods, shall obtain 
pardon on his repentance, however suspicious his past 
conduct may be. Papers, however, which are presented 
unsigned ought not to be admitted in any charge, for 
they are a very bad example and unworthy of our time. 


The Neronian Persecution (Eusebius). 
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In this way then declaring himself the first of God’s : 


chief enemies, [Nero] was stirred up to the slaughter of 
the Apostles. It is recorded then that Paul was beheaded 
at Rome itself, and that Peter likewise was crucified in his 
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time ; and the story is confirmed by the attachment (usual 
even now) of their names to the cemeteries at Rome. It 
is also confirmed by an ecclesiastical writer, Gaius by 
name, who lived in the time of Zephyrinus bishop of Rome. 
He in his written dialogue with Proclus, a champion of 5 
the Phrygian heresy, speaks thus of the places where the 
holy corpses of the aforesaid Apostles are laid :— 

‘But I can show the trophies of the Apostles. For if 
thou wilt go to the Vatican, or to the Ostian road, thou 
wilt find the trophies of those who founded this Church,’ 10 

And that they were both martyred at the same time is 
shown by Dionysius, the Bishop of Corinth, who writes to 
the Romans thus :— 

‘In this way by such an admonition you too joined 
together the plantings of Peter and Paul at Rome and 15 
Corinth. For they both came to Corinth here and planted 
us and taught alike ; and they also came alike to the same 
place in Italy and taught there, before they were martyred 
at the same time.’ 


Of the Canonical Epistles. 


Or Peter then one Epistle, his so-called Former, is fully 20 
acknowledged ; and of this even the ancient elders have 
made constant use in their writings as undisputed. But 
as for the current Second Epistle, we have understood 
that it is not canonical: yet as it seemed useful to many, 
it was studied along with the other writings. The Acts, 25 
however, which bear his name, and the Gospel inscribed 
‘according to Peter,’ and his so-called Preachings and 
so-called Apocalypse we know have not been handed down 
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at all among canonical books, because no ecclesiastical 
writer, either of the ancients or of our own time, ever made 
general use of testimonies from them. But, as my history 
goes on, I shall do my diligence to signify along with the 
successions, who of the ecclesiastical writers from time to 
time used disputed books, and which of them they used, 
and also what they have said concerning the canonical and 
acknowledged books, and all that they have said concern- 
ing those that are not such. But so many are the writings 
that bear the name of Peter; and of them I recognize one 
single Epistle as genuine and acknowledged by the ancient 
elders. Of Paul the fourteen are manifest and clear. It 
is not indeed right to ignore the fact that some have 
rejected that to the Hebrews, saying that it is disputed by 
the Roman Church as not being Paul’s ; but I will set out 
at suitable opportunities what has been said by our pre- 
decessors concerning this Epistle too. The so-called Acts 
however of Paul I have not understood to be among the 
undisputed books. But whereas the same Apostle in the 
final salutations of the Epistle to the Romans mentions 
among others Hermas, whose work the so-called Shepherd 
is said to be, it ought to be known that this too has been 
disputed by some, and on their account must not be set 
down among the acknowledged books, but by others it has 
been judged indispensable for those who specially need 
elementary instruction. Hence, as we know, it has actually 
been read in public in churches, and I have found some 
even of the oldest writers using it. Let this serve to show 
those of the divine writings which are undisputed, and 
those which are not acknowledged by all. 


Of the Canon of the New Testament. 


Now that we have reached this point, it is reasonable to 
sum up the writings of the New Testament already men- 
tioned. Well, then, we must set in the first place the holy 
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quaternion of the Gospels, which are followed by the writing 
of the Acts of the Apostles. After this we have to place 
on the list the Epistles of Paul ; and next to these we must 
maintain the current Former Epistle of John, and likewise 
that of Peter. In addition to these we must set down, if 5 
it do seem right, the Apocalypse of John ; but the opinions 
which have been held concerning this book we will set 
forth in due course. And these are counted as acknow- 
ledged. But of the disputed books, which are nevertheless 
familiar to most [writers], the so-called Epistle of James is 10 
current, and that of Jude; also the Second of Peter, and 
those called Second and Third of John, whether they be 
the work of the Evangelist, or possibly of some other John, 
Among the spurious we must set down the writing of the 
Acts of Paul, and the so-call Shepherd, and the Apocalypse 15 
of Peter; and in addition to these the current Epistle of 
Barnabas, and the so-called Teachings of the Apostles, 
and, moreover, as I said, the Apocalypse of John if it seem 
good; though some, as I said, reject it, while others in- 
clude it in the acknowledged books. Some moreover have 20 
also counted in this class the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews, which is in especial honour with those of the 
Hebrews who have received the Christ. Now all these 
will belong to the disputed books. We have been obliged 
to include these also in our list notwithstanding [the doubts 25 
about them], distinguishing the writings which according 
to orthodox tradition are true and genuine and fully 
acknowledged, from the others outside their number, which 
are not canonical but disputed, yet recognized by most 
orthodox [writers], that we might be able to mark these 30 
books, and those put forward by the heretics in the name 
of the Apostles, whether as containing Gospels of Peter 
and Thomas and Matthias or also of others beside them, 
or as Acts of Andrew and John and the other Apostles— 
books of which no one of the succession of ecclesiastical 35 
D2 
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[writers] ever condescended to make any mention in his 
writings. Moreover, the character of their language differs 
greatly from the apostolic spirit, and the sentiment and 
purpose of their contents, which is in the highest degree 
discordant with true orthodoxy, plainly shows that they are 5 
forgeries of heretics ; so that we must not count them even 
among the spurious books, but reject them as in every way 
monstrous and impious. 


Papias. 

Five books of Papias are extant, which bear the title 
Expositions of Oracles of the Lord. Of these Irenaeus 10 
also makes mention as the only works written by him, in the 
following words: ‘These things Papias, who was a hearer 
of John and a companion of Polycarp, an ancient worthy, 
witnesseth in writing in the fourth of his books. For 
there are five books composed by him.’ So far Irenaeus. 15 

Yet Papias himself, in the preface to his discourses, cer- 
tainly does not declare that he himself was a hearer and 
eye-witness of the holy Apostles, but he shows, by the 
language which he uses, that he received the matters of 
the faith from those who were their friends :— 20 

But I will not scruple also to give a place for you along 
with my interpretations to everything that I learnt carefully 
and remembered carefully in time past from the elders, 
guaranteeing its truth. For, unlike the many, I did not 
take pleasure in those who have so very much to say, but 25 
in those who teach the truth; nor in those who relate 
foreign commandments, but in those [who record] such as 
were given from the Lord to the Faith, and are derived 
from the Truth itself. And again, on any occasion when 
a person came [in my way] who had been a follower of the 30 
Elders, I would inquire about the discourses of the elders 
—what was said by Andrew, or by Peter, or by Philip, or 
by Thomas or James, or by John or Matthew or any other 
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of the Lord’s disciples, and what Aristion and the Elder 
John, the disciples of the Lord, say. For I did not think 
that I could get so much profit from the contents of books 
as from the utterances of a living and abiding voice. 

Here it is worth while to observe that he twice enumer- 5 
ates the name of John. The first he mentions in con- 
nexion with Peter and James and Matthew and the rest of 
the Apostles, evidently meaning the Evangelist, but the 
other John he mentions after an interval and classes with 
others outside the number of the Apostles, placing Aristion 10 
before him, and he distinctly calls him an Elder. So that 
he hereby makes it quite evident that their statement is 
true who say that there were two persons of that name in 
Asia, and that there are two tombs in Ephesus, each of 
which even now is called [the tomb] of John. And it is 15 
important to notice this; for it is probable that it was the 
second, if one will not admit that it was the first, who saw 
the Revelation which is ascribed by name to John. And 
Papias, of whom we are now speaking, confesses that 
he had received the words of the Apostles from those who 20 
had followed them, but says that he was himself a hearer 
of Aristion and the Elder John. At all events he mentions 
them frequently by name, and besides records their tradi- 
tions in his writings. So much for these points which 
I trust have not been uselessly adduced. 25 

It is worth while however to add to the words of Papias 
given above other passages from him, in which he records 
some other wonderful events likewise, as having come 
down to him by tradition. That Philip the Apostle re- 
sided in Hierapolis with his daughters has been already 30 
stated ; but how Papias, their contemporary, relates that 
he had heard a marvellous tale from the daughters of 
Philip, must be noted here. For he relates that in his 
time a man rose from the dead, and again he gives another 
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wonderful story about Justus who was surnamed Barsabas, 
how that he drank a deadly poison, and yet, by the grace 
of the Lord, suffered no inconvenience. Of this Justus 
the Book of the Acts records that after the ascension of the 
Saviour the holy Apostles put him forward with Matthias, 5 
and prayed for the [right] choice, in place of the traitor 
Judas, that should make their number complete. The 
passage is somewhat as follows: ‘And they put forward 
two, Joseph, called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, 
and Matthias; and they prayed, and said.’ The same 10 
writer has recorded other notices as having come down to 
him from oral tradition, certain strange parables of the 
Saviour and teachings of His, and some other statements 
ofa rather mythical character. Among which he says that 
there will be a period of some ten thousand years after the 15 
resurrection, and that the kingdom of Christ will be set up 
in material form on this earth. These ideas I suppose he 
got through a misunderstanding of the apostolic accounts, 
not perceiving that the things recorded there in figures 
were spoken by them mystically. For he evidently was 20 
a man of very mean capacity, as one may say judging from 
his own statements: yet it was owing to him that so many 
church fathers after him adopted a like opinion, urging in 
their own support the antiquity of the man, as for instance 
Irenaeus and whoever else they were who declared that 25 
they held like views. Papias also gives in his own work 
other accounts of the words of the Lord on the authority of 
Aristion who has been mentioned above, and traditions of 
the Elder John. To these we refer the curious, and for 
our present purpose we will merely add to his words, 30 
which have been quoted above, a tradition, which has been 
set forth through these sources concerning Mark who 
wrote the Gospel :— 

And the Elder said this also: Mark, having become the 
interpreter of Peter, wrote down accurately everything 35 
that he remembered, without however recording in order 
what was either said or done by Christ. For neither did 
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he hear the Lord, nor did he follow Him; but afterwards, 
as I said, [attended] Peter, who adapted his instructions 
to the needs [of his hearers] but had no design of giving 
a connected account ofthe Lord’s oracles. So then Mark 
made no mistake, while he thus wrote down some things 5 
as he remembered them ; for he made it his own care not 
to omit anything that he heard, or to set down any false 
statement therein. 

Such then is the account given by Papias concerning 
Mark. But concerning Matthew, the following statement 1° 
is made [by him]: 

So then Matthew composed the oracles in the Hebrew 
language, and each one interpreted them as he could. 

The same writer employed testimonies from the First 
Epistle of John, and likewise from that of Peter. And he 15 
has related another story about a woman accused of many 
sins before the Lord, which the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews contains. L. 


Quadratus on our Lord’s Miracles. 


But our Saviour’s works were always present, for tney 
were true,—even the men who were healed, who rose 20 
from the dead,—who were seen not only while healed or 
rising, but always present, and that not only during the 
Saviour’s stay on earth, but also after His departure they 
remained for a long time, so that some of them came 
down even to our own times. 25 


Heathenism the work of demons. 


Wuat does this mean? In our case, though we profess 
to do no man wrong and to reject these godless opinions, 
you do not examine charges, but are driven by unreason- 
ing passion and the scourge of evil demons to punish us 
without investigation or consideration. For the truth 30 
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shall be told. It is because evil demons of old made 
apparitions, and defiled women and corrupted boys, and 
showed to men such horrors that those were struck with 
terror who did not judge by reason the acts performed, 
but were carried away by fear, and in their ignorance 5 
that these were evil demons called them gods, and ad- 
dressed each of them by name according as each demon 
styled himself. But when Socrates essayed by true reason 
and examination to bring these things to the light and 
lead men away from the demons, then these same demons 10 
by means of men who rejoiced in iniquity caused them to 
slay him as a godless and impious man, saying that he 
was introducing new divinities—and the same likewise 
they cause to be done in our case. For not among the 
Greeks alone were these things through Socrates con- 15 
demned by reason, but among the barbarians also by the 
Reason himself incarnate and made man and called Jesus 
Christ ; and at His persuasion we hold that the demons 
who did these things are not only not good, but wicked 
and unholy demons, whose acts are not like even those of 20 
men who long for virtue. 


Christianity before Christ. 


But that some may not in reply to our teachings un- 
reasonably say that according to us Christ was born 150 
years ago in the time of Cyrenius, and taught what we 
assert Him to have taught at a later time under Pontius 25 
Pilate, and so object that all men who lived before Him 
were irresponsible, let us solve the difficulty in advance. 
We were taught that Christ is the firstborn of God, and 
we have already signified that He is the reason, in which 
every race of men did share. Thus those who lived with 30 
reason are Christians even if they were counted godless, 
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as of the Greeks, Socrates, Heraclitus and others like 
them, and of the barbarians Abraham, Hananiah, Azariah, 
Mishael, Elijah, and many others, whose names and acts 
we decline to set down here, knowing that they would be 
long to tell. 5 


Christian Worship. 


Burt I will explain how we also dedicated ourselves to 
God when we were made new through Christ, lest by 
passing it over I should seem in any way unfair in my 
explanation. As many as are persuaded and believe that 
the things are true which are taught by us and said to be 10 
true, and promise that they can live accordingly—they 
are taught to pray and to ask of God with fasting forgive- 
ness of their former sins, and we pray and fast together 
with them. Then they are brought by us to a place 
where there is water, and born again with a new birth 15 
even as we ourselves were born again. For in the name 
of God the Father and Lord of the universe, and of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit do they then 
receive the washing in water. For Christ said, Except 
ye be born again, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 20 
heaven. But that it is impossible for those once born to 
enter into the wombs of their mothers is manifest to all, 
... And this washing is called Enlightenment, because 
those who learn these things have their understanding 
enlightened... . 25 

But after having thus washed him that is persuaded 
and has given his assent, we bring him to where the 
brethren as they are called are gathered together, to make 
earnest prayers in common for ourselves and for the 
newly enlightened, and for all others everywhere, that 30 
we may be counted worthy after we have learned the 
truth, by our works also to be found right livers and 
keepers of the commandments, that we may be saved with 
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the eternal salvation. We salute each other with a kiss 
when our prayers are ended. Afterwards is brought to the 
president of the brethren bread and a cup of water and 
[mixed] wine, and he takes it and offers up praise and 
glory to the Father of the universe through the name § 
of the Son and the Holy Spirit, and gives thanks at 
length, that we have received these favours from Him ; 
and at the end of his prayers and thanksgiving the whole 
people present assents, saying Amen. Now the word 
“Amen in the Hebrew language signifies So be it. Then 10 
after the president has given thanks and all the people 
assented, the deacons as we call them allow every one of 
those present to partake of the bread and wine and water 
for which thanks have been given; and for those absent 
they take away a portion. 15 
And this food is called by us Eucharist, and it is not 
lawful for any man to partake of it but he who believes 
our teaching to be true, and has been washed with the 
washing which is for the forgiveness of sins and unto 
a new birth, and is so living as Christ commanded. For 20 
not as common bread and common drink do we receive 
these ; but like as Jesus Christ our Saviour being made 
flesh through the word of God had both flesh and blood 
for our salvation, so also were we taught that the food 
for which thanks are given by the prayer of his word, 25 
and from which our blood and flesh by conversion are 
nourished, is both flesh and blood of that Jesus who was 
made flesh. For the Apostles in the memoirs which they 
composed, which are called Gospels, thus delivered that 
command was given them—that Jesus took bread and 30 
gave thanks and said, This do in remembrance of me, 
this is my body; and that He likewise took the cup, and 
after He had given thanks said, This is my blood, and 
gave of it only to them. Which the evil demons imitated, 
commanding it to be done also in the mysteries of Mithras; 35 
E 
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for that bread and a cup of water are set forth with 
certain explanations in the ceremonial of initiation, you 
either know or can learn. 

But we afterwards henceforth continually put each other 
in mind of these things, and those of us who are wealthy 5 
help all that are in want, and we always remain together. 
And for all things that we eat we bless the Maker of all 
through His Son Jesus Christ, and through the Holy 
Spirit. And on the so-called day of the Sun there is a 
meeting of all of us who live in cities or the country, and 1 
the memoirs of the Apostles or the writings of the prophets 
are read, as long as time allows. Then when the reader 
has ceased, the president gives by word of mouth his 
admonition and exhortation to follow these excellent 
things. Afterwards we all rise at once and offer prayers ; 
and as I said, when we have ceased to pray, bread is 
brought and wine and water, and the president likewise 
offers up prayers and thanksgivings to the best of his 
power, and the people assents with its Amen. Then 
follows the distribution to each and the partaking of that 2 
for which thanks were given; and to them that are absent 
a portion is sent by the hand of the deacons. Of those 
that are well to do and willing, every one gives what he 
will according to his own purpose, and the collection is 
deposited with the president, and he it is that succours 2 
orphans and widows, and those that are in want through 
sickness or any other cause, and those that are in bonds, 
and the strangers that are sojourning, and in short he has 
the care of all that are in need. Now we all hold our 
common meeting on the day of the Sun, because it is the 3 
first day on which God changed the darkness and matter 
in His making of the world; and Jesus Christ our Saviour 
on the same day rose from the dead. For on the day 
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before Saturn’s they crucified Him ; and on the day after 
Saturn’s, which is the day of the Sun, he appeared to 
His Apostles and disciples and taught them these things, 
which we have offered to you also for consideration. 


The Jewish interpretation of Isa. vii. 14. 


Anv Trypho answered, The scripture has not Behold 5 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, but Behold the 
young woman shall conceive and bear a son, and the rest 
of it as you say. But the whole prophecy was spoken of 
Hezekiah, and in him it is proved that the things were 
fulfilled according to this prophecy. But in the legends 10 
of those who are called Greeks we read that Perseus was 
born of Danae, who was a virgin, and on whom he who is 
by them called Zeus came down in the form of a shower 
of gold ; and you ought to be ashamed of telling the same 
tale as they, and should rather say that this Jesus was 15 
aman born of men, and that if you prove from the Scrip- 
tures that he is the Christ, he was counted worthy of 
being chosen for the Christ because he lived a perfect 
life and according to the law. But do not venture to tell 
romancing tales, lest you be convicted of making fools of 20 
yourselves like the Greeks. 


The Christian interpretation of various passages. 


Wuen Daniel says As a son of man’ of him who re- 
ceives the everlasting kingdom, is he not hinting this very 
thing? For the words, As a son of man, show that he 
seemed and became a man, but declare that he was not 25 
born of human seed. And in that he speaks of him as 
a stone cut without hands’, he proclaims the same in 
a mystery, for the words Cut out without hands signify 
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that it is not a work of men, but of God the Father of the 
universe, who produces him. Again, when Isaiah said, 
_Who shall declare his generation ?* it was a plain proof 
that he had a generation which could not be declared, for 
none who is a man from men has a generation that cannot 5 
be declared. And in that Moses says that he washes his 
raiment in the blood of the grape’, is not this the thing 
that I have often told you he prophesied obscurely, how 
he signified aforetime that he had blood, but not of men, 
even as it was not man but God that brought forth the 
blood of the wine? Again, when Isaiah called him Angel 
of mighty counsel °, did he not foretell that he would be 
the teacher of the things which he taught when he came? 
For he alone taught openly the mighty works which the 
Father had counselled with regard to all men who ever! 
were or shall be well-pleasing to him, and with regard to 
those-who rebelled against his counsel, as well men as 
angels, saying [Matt. viii. 11, 12]. 


ial 


Letter of Dionysius of Corinth to the Romans. 


Moreover there is current an Epistle of Dionysius to 
the Romans, addressed to Soter who was then bishop. , 
But there is nothing like quoting from it words in which 
he approves the custom of the Romans which was kept up 
till the persecution of our own time, writing thus, For 
you have from the beginning this custom of doing good in 
divers ways to all the brethren, and sending supplies to , 
many churches in all the cities, in one place refreshing 
the poverty of them that need, in another helping brethren 
in the mines with the supplies which you have sent from 
the beginning, maintaining like Romans the traditional 
custom of the Romans, which your worthy bishop Soter 
has not only kept up but increased, helping the saints with 
the abundant supply he sends from time to time, and with 
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blessed words exhorting, as a loving father his children, 
the brethren who come up to Rome. In this same Epistle 
he also mentions Clement’s Epistle to the Corinthians, 
showing that from the first of ancient custom it was read 
before the Church. He says, To-day being the Lord’s day 5 
we kept holy ; and init we read your letter, from the read- 
ing of which we shall always be able to obtain admonition, 
as from the former one written to us through Clement. 
Again, the same writer speaks of his own epistles as 
having been falsified, in these words, For when the 1° 
brethren asked me to write letters, I wrote them; and 
these the apostles of the devil have filled with tares, taking 
away some things and adding others. For them the Woe 

is reserved. So it is no marvel if some have endeavoured 
to falsify even the dominical scriptures, when they have !5 
plotted also against writings of another sort. 


The Persecution at Lyons and Vienna. 


THE servants of Christ residing at Vienna and Lyons, 
in Gaul, to the brethren throughout Asia and Phrygia, 
who hold the same faith and hope of redemption, peace 
and grace and glory from God the Father and Christ 20 
Jesus our Lord. 

The greatness of the tribulation in this region, and the 
fury of the heathen against the saints, and the sufferings 
of the blessed witnesses, we cannot recount accurately, 
nor indeed could they possibly be recorded. For with all 
his might the adversary fell upon us, giving us a fore- 
taste of his unbridled activity at his future coming. He 
endeavoured in every manner to practise and exercise his 
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servants against the servants of God, not only shutting us 
out from houses and baths and markets, but forbidding 
any of us to be seen in any place whatever. But the 
grace of God led the conflict against him, and delivered 
the weak, and set them as firm pillars, able through 5; 
patience to endure all the wrath of the Evil One. And 
they joined battle with him, undergoing all kinds of shame 
and injury; and regarding their great sufferings as little, 
they hastened to Christ, manifesting truly that ‘the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed to 
us-ward.’ First of all, they endured nobly the injuries 
heaped upon them by the populace; clamours and blows 
and draggings and robberies and stonings and imprison- 
ments, and all things which an infuriated mob delight 1 
in inflicting on enemies and adversaries. Then being 
taken to the forum by the chiliarch and the authorities 
of the city, they were examined in the presence of the 
whole multitude, and having confessed, they were im- 
prisoned until the arrival of the governor. When, after- 
wards, they were brought before him, and he treated us 
with the utmost cruelty, Vettius Epagathus, one of the 
brethren, and a man filled with love for God and his 
neighbour, interfered. His life was so consistent that, 
although young, he had obtained a reputation equal to 2 
that of the elder Zacharias: for he ‘walked in all the 
commandments and ordinances. of the Lord blameless,’ 
and was untiring in every good work for his neighbour, 
zealous for God and fervent in spirit. Such being his 
character, he could not endure the unreasonable judgement 3 
against us, but was filled with indignation, and asked to 
be permitted to testify in behalf of his brethren, that there 
is among us nothing ungodly or impious. But those 
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about the judgement-seat cried out against him, for he 
was a man of distinction; and the governor refused to 
grant his just request, and merely asked if he also were 
a Christian. And he, confessing this with a loud voice, 
was himself taken into the order of the witnesses, being 5 
called the advocate of the Christians, but having the 
Advocate in himself, the Spirit more abundantly than 
Zacharias. He showed this by the fullness of his love, 
being well pleased even to lay down his life in defence of 
the brethren. For he was and is a true disciple of Christ, 10 
‘following the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.’ 

Then the others were divided, and the proto-witnesses 
were manifestly ready, and finished their confession with all 
eagerness. But some appeared unprepared and untrained, 
weak as yet, and unable to endure so great a conflict. 15 
About ten of these proved abortions, causing us great 
grief and sorrow beyond measure, and impairing the zeal 
of the others who had not yet been seized, but who, 
though suffering all kinds of affliction, continued con- 
stantly with the witnesses and did not forsake them. 20 
Then all of us feared greatly on account of uncertainty 
as to their confession; not because we dreaded the 
sufferings to be endured, but because we looked to the 
end, and were afraid that some of them might fall away. 
But those who were worthy were seized day by day, filling 25 
up their number, so that all the zealous persons, and 
those through whom especially our affairs had been estab- 
lished, were collected together out of the two churches. 
And some of our heathen servants also were seized, as 
the governor had commanded that all of us should be 30 
examined publicly. These, being ensnared by Satan, and 
fearing for themselves the tortures which they beheld the 
saints endure, and being also urged on by the soldiers, 
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accused us falsely of Thyestean banquets and Oedipodean 
intercourse, and of deeds which are not only unlawful for 
us to speak of or to think, but which we cannot believe 
were ever done by men. When these accusations were 
reported, all the people raged like wild beasts against us, 5 
so that even if any had before been moderate on account of 
friendship, they were now exceedingly furious and gnashed 
their teeth against us. And that which was spoken by our 
Lord was fulfilled: ‘The time will come when whosoever 
killeth you will think that he doeth God service.’ Then 10 
finally the holy witnesses endured sufferings beyond 
description, Satan striving earnestly that some of the 
slanders might be uttered by them also. 

But the whole wrath of the populace, and governor, 
and soldiers was aroused exceedingly against Sanctus, 15 
the deacon from Vienna, and Maturus, a late convert, yet 
a noble combatant, and against Attalus, a native of Per- 
gamos, where he had always been a pillar and foundation, 
and Blandina, through whom Christ showed that things 
which appear mean and obscure and despicable to men 20 
are with God of great glory, through love toward Him 
manifested in power, and not boasting in appearance. 
For while we all trembled, and her earthly mistress, who 
was herself also one of the witnesses, feared that on 
account of the weakness of her body, she would be unable 25 
to make bold confession, Blandina was filled with such 
power as to be delivered and raised above those who were 
torturing her by turns from morning till evening in every 
manner, so that they acknowledged that they were con- 
quered, and could do nothing more to her. And they 3> 
were astonished at her endurance, as her entire body was 
mangled and broken; and they testified that one of these 
forms of torture was sufficient to destroy life, not to speak 
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of so many and so great sufferings. But the blessed 
woman, like a noble athlete, renewed her strength in her 
confession; and her comfort and recreation and relief 
from the pain of her sufferings was in exclaiming, ‘I am 
a Christian, and there is nothing vile done by us.’ 5 
But Sanctus also endured marvellously and super- 


. humanly all the outrages which he suffered. While the 


wicked men hoped, by the continuance and severity of his 
tortures to wring something from him which he ought not 
to say, he girded himself against them with such firmness 10 
that he would not even tell his name, or the nation or city 
to which he belonged, or whether he was bond or free, 
but answered in the Roman tongue to all their questions, 
‘I am a Christian.’ He confessed this instead of name 
and city and race and everything besides, and the people 
heard from him no other word. .. . 

But the devil, thinking that he had already consumed 
Biblias, who was one of those who had denied Christ, 
desiring to increase her condemnation through the utter- 
ance of blasphemy, brought her again to the torture, to 20 
compel her, as already feeble and weak, to report impious 
things concerning us. But she recovered herself under 
the suffering, and as if awaking from a deep sleep, and 
reminded by the present anguish of the eternal punish- 
ment in hell, she contradicted the blasphemers. ‘How,’ 25 
she said, ‘could those eat children who do not think it 
lawful to taste the blood even of irrational animals?’ 
And thenceforward she confessed herself a Christian, and 
was given a place in the order of the witnesses. .. . 

The blessed Pothinus, who had been entrusted with 30 
the bishopric of Lyons, was dragged to the judgement-seat. 
He was more than ninety years of age, and very infirm, 
scarcely indeed able to breathe because of physical weak- 
ness ; but he was strengthened by spiritual zeal through 
his earnest desire for martyrdom. Though his body was 35 
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worn out by old age and disease, his life was preserved 
that Christ might triumph in it. When he was brought 
by the soldiers to the tribunal, accompanied by the civil 
magistrates and a multitude who shouted against him in 
every manner as if he were Christ himself, he bore noble 5 
witness. Being asked by the governor, Who was the God 
of the Christians, he replied, ‘If thou art worthy, thou 
shalt know.’ Then he was dragged away harshly, and 
received blows of every kind. Those near him struck him 


with their hands and feet, regardless of his age ; and those 10 


at a distance hurled at him whatever they could seize ; all 
of them thinking that they would be guilty of great 
wickedness and impiety if any possible abuse were omitted. 
For thus they thought to avenge their own deities. 
Scarcely able to breathe, he was cast into prison and died 
after two days. ... 

After these things, finally, their martyrdoms were 
divided into every form. For plaiting a crown of various 
colours and of all kinds of flowers, they presented it to 
the Father. It was proper therefore that the noble 2 
athletes, having endured a manifold strife, and conquered 
grandly, should receive the crown, great and incorruptible. 

Maturus, therefore, and Sanctus and Blandina, and 
Attalus were led to the amphitheatre to be exposed to the 
wild beasts, and to give to the heathen public a spectacle z 
of cruelty, a day for fighting with wild beasts being 
specially appointed on account of our people. Both 
Maturus and Sanctus passed again through every torment 
in the amphitheatre, as if they had suffered nothing before, 
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or rather, as if, having already conquered their antagonist 30 


in many contests, they were now striving for the crown 

itself. They éndured again the customary running of the 

gauntlet and the violence of the wild beasts, and every- 
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thing which the furious people called for or desired, and 
at last, the iron chair in which their bodies being roasted, 
tormented them with the fumes. And not with this did 
the persecutors cease, but were yet more mad against 
them, determined to overcome their patience. But even 5 
thus they did not hear a word from Sanctus except the 
confession which he had uttered from the beginning. 
These, then, after their life had continued for a long time 
through the great conflict, were at last sacrificed, having 
been made throughout that day a spectacle to the world, 
in place of the usual variety of combats. 

But Blandina was suspended on a stake, and exposed 
to be devoured by the wild beasts who should attack her. 
And because she appeared as if hanging on a cross, and 
because of her earnest prayers, she inspired the combatants 15 
with great zeal. For they looked on her in her conflict, 
and beheld with their outward eyes, in the form of their 
sister, Him who was crucified for them, that He might 

‘persuade those who believe on Him, that every one who 
suffers for the glory of Christ has fellowship always with 20 
the living God. As none of the wild beasts at that time 
touched her, she was taken down from the stake, and cast 
again into prison. She was preserved thus for another 
contest, that, being victorious in more conflicts, she might 
make the punishment of the crooked serpent irrevocable ; 25 
and, though small and weak and despised, yet clothed 
with Christ the mighty and conquering Athlete, she might 
arouse the zeal of the brethren, and, having overcome the 
adversary many times might receive, through her conflict, 
the crown incorruptible. 30 

But Attalus was called for loudly by the people, because 
he was a person of distinction. He entered the contest 
readily on account of a good conscience and his genuine 
practice in Christian discipline, and as he had always been 
a witness for the truth among us. He was led around the 35 
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amphitheatre, a tablet being carried before him on which 
was written in the Roman language ‘This is Attalus the 
Christian,’ and the people were filled with indignation 
against him. But when the governor learned that he was 
a Roman, he commanded him to be taken back with the 5 
rest of those who were in prison concerning whom he had 
written to Caesar, and whose answer he was awaiting. 

But the intervening time was not wasted nor fruitless to 
them ; for by their patience the measureless compassion 
of Christ was manifested. For through their continued 10 
life the dead were made alive, and the witnesses showed 
favour to those who had failed to witness. And the 
virgin mother had much joy in receiving alive those 
whom she had brought forth as dead. For through their 
influence many who had denied were restored, and re- 15 
begotten, and rekindled with life, and learned to confess. 
And being made alive and strengthened, they went to the 
judgement-seat to be again interrogated by the governor ; 
God, who desires not the death of a sinner, but mercifully 
invites to repentance, treating them with kindness. For 20 
Caesar commanded that they should be put to death, but 
that any who might deny should be set free. Therefore, 
at the beginning of the public festival which took place 
there, and which was attended by crowds of men from all 
nations, the governor brought the blessed ones to the 25 
judgement-seat, to make of them a show and spectacle for 
the multitude. Wherefore also he examined them again, 
and beheaded those who appeared to possess Roman 
citizenship, but he sent the others to the wild beasts. 

And Christ was glorified greatly in those who had 30 
formerly denied him, for, contrary to the expectation of 
the heathen, they confessed. For they were examined by 
themselves, as about to be set free; but confessing, they 
were added to the order of the witnesses. But some 
continued without, who had never possessed a trace of 35 
faith, nor any apprehension of the wedding-garment, nor 
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an understanding of the fear of God; but, as sons of 
perdition, they blasphemed the Way through their apostasy. 
But all the others were added to the Church. While 
these were being examined, a certain Alexander, a Phry- 
gian by birth, and physician by profession, who had 5 
resided in Gaul for many years, and was well known to 
all on account of his love to God and boldness of speech 
(for he was not without a share of apostolic grace), standing 
before the judgement-seat, and by signs encouraging them 
to confess, appeared to those standing by as if in travail. 10 
But the people being enraged because those who formerly 
denied now confessed, cried out against Alexander as if 
he were the cause of this. Then the governor summoned 
him and inquired who he was. And when he answered 
that he was a Christian, being very angry he condemned 15 
him to the wild beasts. And on the next day he entered 
along with Attalus. For to please the people, the governor 
had ordered Attalus again to the wild beasts. And they 
were tortured in the amphitheatre with all the instruments 
contrived for that purpose, and having endured a very 20 
great conflict, were at last sacrificed. Alexander neither 
groaned nor murmured in any manner, but communed in 
his heart with God. But when Attalus was placed in the 
iron seat, and the fumes arose from his burning body, he 
said to the people in the Roman language: ‘Lo! this 25 
which ye do is devouring men; but we do not devour 
men; nor do any other wicked thing.’ And being asked, 
what name God has, he replied, ‘God has not a name as 
man has.’ 

After all these, on the last day of the contests, Blandina 30 
was again brought. in, with Ponticus, a boy about fifteen 
years old. They had been brought every day to witness 
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the sufferings of the others, and had been pressed to 
swear by the idols. But because they remained steadfast 
and despised them, the multitude became furious, so that 
they had no compassion for the youth of the boy nor 
respect for the sex of the woman. Therefore they exposed 5 
them to all the terrible sufferings and took them through 
the entire round of torture, repeatedly urging them to 
swear, but being unable to effect this; for Ponticus, 
encouraged by his sister so that even the heathen could 
see that she was confirming and strengthening him, having to 
nobly endured every torture, gave up the ghost. But the 
blessed Blandina, last of all, having, as a noble mother, 
encouraged her children and sent them before her victorious 
to the King, endured herself all their conflicts and hastened 
after them, glad and rejoicing in her departure as if called 
to a marriage-supper, rather than cast to wild beasts. 
And, after the scourging, after the wild beasts, after the 
roasting-seat, she was finally enclosed in a net, and 
thrown before a bull. And having been tossed about 
by the animal, but feeling none of the things which 20 
were happening to her, on account of her hope and 
firm hold upon what had been entrusted to her, and her 
communion with Christ, she also was sacrificed. And the 
heathen themselves confessed that never among them had 
a woman endured so many and such terrible tortures. 25 
But not even thus was their madness and cruelty toward 
the saints satisfied. For, incited by the Wild Beast, wild 
and barbarous tribes were not easily appeased, and their 
violence found another peculiar opportunity in the dead 
bodies. For, through their lack of manly reason, the fact 30 
that they had been conquered did not put them to shame, 
but rather the more enkindled their wrath as that of 
a wild beast, and aroused alike the hatred of governor 
and people to treat us unjustly; that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled: ‘He that is lawless, let him be lawless still, 35 
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and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still” For 
they cast to the dogs those who had died of suffocation in 
the prison, carefully guarding them by night and day, lest 
any one should be buried by us. And they exposed the 
remains left by the wild beasts and by fire, mangled and 
charred, and placed the heads of the others by their 
bodies, and guarded them in like manner from burial by 
a watch of soldiers for many days. And some raged and 
gnashed their teeth against them, desiring to execute more 
severe vengeance upon them; but others laughed and 
mocked at them, magnifying their own idols, and imputed 
to them the punishment of the Christians. Even the 
more reasonable, and those who had seemed to sympathize 
somewhat, reproached them often, saying, ‘Where is their 
God, and what has their religion, which they have chosen 
rather than life, profited them?’ So various was their 
conduct toward us; but we were in deep affliction because 
we could not bury the bodies. For neither did night avail 
us for this purpose, nor did money persuade, nor entreaty 
move to compassion ; but they kept watch in every way, as 
if the prevention of the burial would be of some great 


advantage to them. 
N.L. 


fragment of Muratori on the Canon. 


. ... but at some he was present, and so he set them 
down. 

The third book of the Gospel, that according to Luke, 
was compiled in his own name in order by Luke the 
physician, when after Christ’s ascension Paul had taken 
him to be with him like a student of law. Yet neither 
did he see the Lord in the flesh; and he too, as he was 
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able to ascertain [events, so set them down]. So he 30 


began his story from the birth of John. 
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The fourth of the Gospels [was written by] John, one 
of the disciples. When exhorted by his fellow-disciples 
and bishops, he said, ‘Fast with me this day for three 
days; and what may be revealed to any of us, let us 
relate it to one another.’ The same night it was revealed 
to Andrew, one of the apostles, that John was to write all 
things in his own name, and they were all to certify. 

And therefore, though various elements are taught in 
the several books of the Gospels, yet it makes no difference 
to the faith of believers, since by one guiding Spirit all 
things are declared in all of them concerning the Nativity, 
the Passion, the Resurrection, the conversation with his 
disciples and his two comings, the first in lowliness and 
contempt, which has come to pass, the second glorious 
with royal power, which is to come. 

What marvel therefore if John so firmly sets forth each 
statement in his Epistle too, saying of himself, ‘What we 
have seen with our eyes and heard with our ears and our 
hands have handled, these things we have written to you’? 
For so he declares himself not an eyewitness and a hearer 
only, but a writer of all the marvels of the Lord in order. 

The Acts however of all the Apostles are written in 
one book. Luke puts it shortly to the most excellent 
Theophilus, that the several things were done in his own 
presence, as he also plainly shows by leaving out the 
passion of Peter, and also the departure of Paul from 
town on his journey to Spain. 

The Epistles however of Paul themselves make plain 
to those who wish to understand it, what epistles were 
sent by him, and from what place and for what cause. 
He wrote at some length first of all to the Corinthians, 
forbidding schisms and heresies; next to the Galatians, 
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romanis aut€ ordine scripturarum sed et 
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forbidding circumcision ; then to the Romans, impressing 
on them the plan of the Scriptures, and also that Christ is 
the first principle of them, concerning which severally it 
is [not] necessary for us to discuss, since the blessed 
Apostle Paul himself, following the order of his predecessor 5 
John, writes only by name to seven churches in the fol- 
lowing order—to the Corinthians a first, to the Ephesians 
a second, to the Philippians a third, to the Colossians 
a fourth, to the Galatians a fifth, to the Thessalonians 
a sixth, to the Romans a seventh ; whereas, although for 1 
the sake of admonition there is a second to the Corinthians 
and to the Thessalonians, yet ove Church is recognized as 
being spread over the entire world. For John too in the 
Apocalypse, though he writes to seven churches, yet 
speaks to all. Howbeit to Philemon one, to Titus one, 1 
and to Timothy two were put in writing from personal 
inclination and attachment, to be in honour however with 
the Catholic Church for the ordering of the ecclesiastical 
mode of life. There is current also one to the Laodicenes, 
another to the Alexandrians, [both] forged in Paul’s name 2 
to suit the heresy of Marcion, and several others, which 
cannot be received into the Catholic Church; for it is not 
fitting that gall be mixed with honey. 

The Epistle of Jude no doubt, and the couple bearing 
the name of John, are accepted in the Catholic [Church] ; 2 
and the Wisdom written by the friends of Solomon in his 
honour. The Apocalypse also of John, and of Peter [one 
Epistle, which] only we receive ; [there is also a second]? 
which some of our friends will not have read in the 
Church. But the Shepherd was written quite lately in 3 
our times by Hermas, while his brother Pius, the bishop, 
was sitting in the chair of the church of the city of Rome; 


1 1.72 as restored in Greek by Zahn: Tézpov [émoroAy pia, fv] pdvyy 
dmodexdueba’ [gore 5t wal érépa] fy Ties #.7.Ar. 
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eius et ideo legi eum quidé oportet se pu 
plicare vero in eclesia populo neque inter 
profetas completum numero neque inter 
apostolos in finé temporum potest 

5 arsinoi autem seu ualentini uel mitiadis [?] 

nihil in totum recipemus qui etiam nout 
psalmorum librum marcioni conscripse 
runt una cum basilide assianom catafry 
cum constitutorem. 
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and therefore it ought indeed to be read, but it cannot to 
the end of time be publicly read in the Church to the 
people, either among the prophets, who are complete in 
number, or among the Apostles. 

But of Valentinus the Arsinoite and his friends' we 5 
receive nothing at all; who have also composed a long’ 
new book of Psalms; together with Basilides and the 
Asiatic founder of the Montanists. 


Origin of the Gospels. 


MatrtuHew published his Gospel among the Hebrews in 
their own language, while Peter and Paul were preaching 10 
and founding the church in Rome. After their departure 
Mark, the disciple and interpreter of Peter, also trans- 
mitted to us in writing those things which Peter had 
preached ; and Luke, the attendant of Paul, recorded in 
a book the Gospel which Paul had declared. Afterwards 15 
John, the disciple of the Lord, who also reclined on his 
bosom, published his Gospel, while staying at Ephesus in 
Asia. 

[Irenaeus] states these things in the third book of his 
above-mentioned work. In the fifth book he speaks as 20 
follows of the Apocalypse of John, and the number of the 
name of Antichrist :-— 

‘As these things are so, and this number is found in all 
the approved and ancient copies, and those who saw John 
face to face confirm it, and reason teaches us that the 25 
number of the name of the beast, according to the mode of 
calculation among the Greeks, appears in its letters’... 

And farther on he says concerning the same :— 

“We are not bold enough to speak confidently of the 

2 1, 81=700 5& ’Apowvolrov Oiadrertivoy kal Trav per’ abrod Zahn. 
? 1, 83 marcioni=ypaxpéy Zahn. 
G2 
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name of Antichrist. For if it were necessary that his 
name should be declared clearly at the present time, it 
would have been announced by him who saw the revelation. 
For it was seen, not long ago, but almost in our generation, 
toward the end of the reign of Domitian.’ 5 

He states these things concerning the Apocalypse in the. 
work referred to. He also mentions the first Epistle of : 
John, taking many proofs from it, and likewise the first 
Epistle of Peter. And he not only knows, but also receives, 
the Shepherd, writing as follows :— To 

‘Well did the Scripture speak, saying, “First of all 
believe that God is one, who has created and completed 
all things,”’ &c. 

And he uses almost the precise words of the Wisdom of 
Solomon, saying, ‘the vision of God produces immor- 15 
tality, but immortality renders us near to God.’ He 
mentions also the memoirs of a certain apostolic presbyter, 
whose name he passes by in silence, and gives his exposi- 
tions of the sacred Scriptures. And he refers to Justin 
the Martyr, and to Ignatius, using testimony also from 20 
their writings. Moreover, he promises to refute Marcion 


from his own writings, in a special work. 
NL. 


Montanism. 


Burt there are others who are themselves in nature more 
heretical [than the Quartodecimans]. These are Phry- 
gians by birth, and have been deceived through having 25 
been overcome by womenkind, called a certain Priscilla 
and Maximilla, whom they hold for prophetesses, saying 
that the Comforter Spirit dwelt in them; and they like- 
wise glorify one Montanus before them as a prophet. So 
having endless books of these people they go astray, 30 
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Hiprotytus, Ref. Omn. Haer. viii. 19. 
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neither judging their statements by reason, nor heeding 
those that are able to judge, but behave without judge- 
ment in the faith they give them, saying that through 
them they have learned something more than from the 
Law and the Prophets and the Gospels. But they glorify 5 
these womenkind above Apostles and every gift, so that 
some of them presume to say that there was something 
more in them than in Christ. These confess God the 
Father of the universe and creator of all things like the 
Church, and all that the Gospel witnesses concerning 10 
Christ, but invent new fasts and feasts and meals of dry 
food and meals of radishes, saying that they were taught 
them by the womenkind. And some of them agree with 
the heresy of the Noétians in saying that the Father is 
the same with the Son, and that this One became subject 15 
to birth and suffering and death. 


Letter of Irenaeus to Florinus. 


TueEseE opinions, Florinus, that I may speak without 
harshness, are not of sound judgement ; these opinions are 
not in harmony with the Church, but involve those adopt- 
ing them in the greatest impiety; these opinions even 20 
the heretics outside the pale of the Church have never 
ventured to broach; these opinions the elders before us, 
who also were disciples of the Apostles, did not hand down 
to thee. For I saw thee, when I was still a boy, in Lower 
Asia in company with Polycarp, while thou wast faring 25 
prosperously in the royal court, and endeavouring to stand 
well with him. For I distinctly remember the incidents of 
that time better than events of recent occurrence ; for the 
lessons received in childhood, growing with the growth of 
the soul, become identified with it; so that I can describe the 30 
very place in which the blessed Polycarp used to sit when 
he discoursed, and his goings out and his comings in, and 
his manner of life, and his personal appearance, and the 
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discourses which he held before the people, and how he 
would describe his intercourse with John and with the rest 
who had seen the Lord, and how he would relate their 
words. And whatsoever things he had heard from them 
about the Lord, and about his miracles, and about his 
teaching, Polycarp, as having received them from eye- 
witnesses of the life of the Word, would relate altogether 
in accordance with the Scriptures. To these discourses 
I used to listen at the time with attention by God’s mercy 
which was bestowed upon me, noting them down, not to 
on paper, but in my heart; and by the grace of God I 
constantly ruminate upon them faithfully. And I can 
testify in the sight of God, that if the blessed and Apostolic 
elder had heard anything of this kind, he would have 
cried out, and stopped his ears, and said after his wont, 
‘O good God, for what times hast Thou kept me, that 
I should endure such things ?’ and would even have fled 
from the place where he was sitting or standing when 
he heard such words. And indeed, this can be shown 
from his letters which he wrote either to the neighbouring 
Churches for their confirmation, or to certain of the 
brethren for their warning and exhortation. L. 
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Letter of Polycrates to Victor. 


WE observe the exact day; neither adding, nor taking 
away. For in Asia also great lights have fallen asleep, 
which shall rise again on the day of the Lord’s coming, 2 


t 
on 


when he shall come with glory from heaven, and shall 
raise up all the saints. Among these are Philip, one of 
the twelve Apostles, who fell asleep in Hierapolis; and 
his two aged virgin daughters, and another daughter who 
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lived in the Holy Spirit and now rests at Ephesus; and, 
moreover, John, who was both a martyr and a teacher, 
who leaned upon the bosom of the Lord, and became 
a priest wearing the sacerdotal plate. He fell asleep at 
Ephesus. And Polycarp too in Smyrna, who was a bishop 5 
and martyr; and Thraseas, bishop and martyr from 
Eumenia, who fell asleep in Smyrna. Why need I men- 
tion the bishop and martyr Sagaris who fell asleep in 
Laodicea, or the blessed Papirius, or Melito the eunuch, 
who lived altogether in the Holy Spirit, and who lies in 10 
Sardis, awaiting the visitation from heaven, when he 
shall rise from the dead? All these observed the four- 
teenth day of the passover according to the Gospel, 
deviating in no respect, but following the rule of faith. 
And I also, Polycrates, the least of you all, do according 15 
to the tradition of my relatives, some of whom I have 
closely followed. For seven of my relatives were bishops, 
and I am the eighth. And my relatives always observed 
the day when the people put away the leaven. I, there- 
fore, brethren, who have lived sixty-five years in the Lord, 20 
and have met with the brethren throughout the world, and 
have gone through every holy scripture, am not affrighted 
by terrifying words. For those greater than I have said 
‘We ought to obey God rather than man.’ 


Marcion. 


One Cerdon, who had taken his principles from the 25 
school of Simon, and stayed in Rome in the time of 
Hyginus, who held the ninth place of the episcopal suc- 
cession from the Apostles—he taught that the God preached 
by the law and prophets is not the Father of our Lord 
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Xpicrod, tov pey yap yvopiferOa, tov St dyvara 
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5 lege et prophetis annuntiatus est Deus ; malorum factorem 
et bellorum concupiscentem et inconstantem quoque 
sententia et contrarium sibi ipsum dicens. Iesum autem 
ab eo Patre, qui est super mundi fabricatorem Deum, 
venientem in Iudaeam temporibus Pontii Pilati praesidis, 
ro qui fuit procurator Tiberii Caesaris, in hominis forma 
manifestatum his, qui in Iudaea erant, dissolventem pro- 
phetas et lezem et omnia opera eius Dei, qui mundum 
fecit, quem et Cosmocratorem dicit. Et super haec id 
quod est secundum Lucam evangelium circumcidens et 
15 omnia, quae sunt de generatione Domini conscripta, 
auferens, et de doctrina sermonum Domini multa auferens, 
in quibus manifestissime conditorem huius universitatis 
suum Patrem confitens Dominus conscriptus est; semet 
ipsum esse veraciorem, quam sunt hi, qui evangelium 
20 tradiderunt, apostoli, suasit discipulis suis, non evangelium, 
sed particulam evangelii tradens eis. Similiter autem et 
apostoli Pauli epistolas abscidit, auferens quaecunque 
manifeste dicta sunt ab apostolo de eo Deo, qui mundum 
fecit, quoniam hic Pater Domini nostri Iesu Christi, et 
25 quaecunque ex propheticis memorans apostolus docuit, 
praenuntiantibus adventum Domini. 
IRENAEUS, Adv. Haer. i. 27. 


XXVIII. 


TRADITIONEM itaque apostolorum in toto mundo mani- 
festatam, in omni ecclesia adest respicere omnibus qui 
vera velint videre; et habemus annumerare eos, qui ab 

30 apostolis instituti sunt episcopi in ecclesiis, et succes- 
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Jesus Christ; for the former is known, but the latter un- 
known, and the former is by nature righteous, but the 
other good. And Marcion of Pontus succeeding him 
developed the school, blaspheming shamelessly him who 
is proclaimed as God by the law and the prophets ; calling 5 
him a maker of evils and a lover of wars, unsettled of 
purpose also, and inconsistent with himself. [He said] 
however that Jesus coming from the Father, who is above 
the God who made the world, into Judaea in the times of 
Pontius Pilate, who was procurator of Tiberius Caesar, 10 
was manifested in the form of a man to those that were in 
Judaea, destroying the prophets and the law, and all the 
works of the God who made the world, whom he also calls 
Cosmocrator'. Besides this, by mutilating the Gospel 
which is according to Luke, and removing all that refers 15 
to the generation of the Lord, and removing many pas- 
sages of the teaching of the Lord’s discourses, in which 
the Lord is recorded as very plainly confessing the framer 
of this universe to be his own Father, Marcion has per- 
suaded his disciples that he is himself truer than those 20 
Apostles who delivered the Gospel ; so he delivers to them 
not the Gospel, but a part of the Gospel. But likewise he 
has cut down also the Epistles of the Apostle Paul, re- 
moving all that is plainly said by the Apostle of the God 
that made the world, that he is the Father of our Lord 25 
Jesus Christ ; and all that the Apostle taught by quotation 
from the prophetical writings which foretold the coming 
of the Lord. 


The Argument of Irenaeus from Tradttion. 


TuE tradition therefore of the Apostles, manifested in 
the entire world, is a thing which all who wish to see facts 30 
can clearly perceive in every Church; and we are able to 
count up those who were by the Apostles appointed 


1 Eph. vi. 12. 
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sores eorum usque ad nos, qui nihil tale docuerunt neque 
cognoverunt, quale ab his deliratur. Etenim si recondita 
mysteria scissent apostoli, quae seorsim et latenter ab 
reliquis perfectos docebant, his vel maxime traderent ea 

5 quibus etiam ipsas ecclesias committebant. Valde enim 
perfectos et irreprehensibiles in omnibus eos volebant 
esse, quos et successores relinquebant, suum ipsorum 
locum magisterii tradentes; quibus emendate agentibus 
fieret magna utilitas, lapsis autem summa calamitas. 

10 Sed quoniam valde longum est in hoc tali volumine 
omnium ecclesiarum enumerare successiones; maximae 
et antiquissimae et omnibus cognitae, a gloriosissimis 
duobus apostolis Petro et Paulo Romae fundatae et con- 
stitutae ecclesiae, eam, quam habet ab apostolis tradi- 

15 tionem, et annuntiatam hominibus fidem, per successiones 
episcoporum pervenientem usque ad nos indicantes, con- 
fundimus omnes eos, qui quoquo modo, vel per sibi- 
placentiam, vel vanam gloriam, vel per caecitatem et malam 
sententiam, praeterquam oportet colligunt. Ad hanc enim 

20 ecclesiam propter potentiorem principalitatem necesse est 
omnem convenire ecclesiam, hoc est, eos qui sunt undique 
fideles, in qua semper ab his, qui sunt undique, con- 
servata est ea quae est ab apostolis traditio. 

Oecperidoartes ovv Kai oikodopjoavres of paxdptot 

25 dmooToho Ty éxkAnoiav, Aive thy Ths éemioKxomAs 
Aetroupyiav évexeipicay, Totvrov tod Aivov Ilatdos év 
Tats mpos Tipdbeov éemictodais péuvyntar, diadéxerar de 
adrov ’AvéykdynTos, peta Todroy bt tpitw rime dnd 
Tév dmooréhoy tiv émirkomyy KAnpodrat Kdjpns, 6 Kal 

30 €wpakas Tods pakaplous dmocToAous Kal cupBeBAnKds 
avrots, kal &rt vavdoy 7d Kipvypa t&v admootéAay Kal 
Thy Tapddoow mpd dp0arpav exav, od pdvos' ere yap 
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bishops in the Churches, and the series of their successors 
to our own time, who neither taught nor knew anything 
resembling these men’s dotage. For if the Apostles had 
known hidden mysteries which they used to teach the 
perfect apart from and without the knowledge of the rest, 5 
they would deliver them to those especially to whom they 
were also committing the Churches themselves. For they 
desired them to be very perfect and blameless in all 
things, whom they were also leaving as their successors, 
delivering over to them their own proper seat of govern- 10 
ment; for if these should act rightly, great advantage would 
result, but if they fell away, the most disastrous calamity. 
But since it would be very long in such a volume as this 
to count up the series of bishops in all the Churches, we 
confound all those who in any way, whether through 15 
self-pleasing or vain glory, or through blindness and evil 
opinion meet for worship otherwise than they ought—by 
pointing out the tradition (which it has from the Apostles) 
of the most great and ancient and universally-known 
Church, founded and established at Rome by the two most 20 
glorious Apostles Peter and Paul; and also the faith de- 
clared to men, which comes down to our own time through 
the successions of bishops. For with-this Church, on 
account of its more powerful lead, every Church, meaning 
the faithful who are from everywhere, must needs agree ; 25 
since in it that tradition which is from the Apostles has 
been preserved by those who are from everywhere. 

The blessed Apostles having founded and established 
the Church, entrusted the office of the episcopate to Linus. 
Paul speaks of this Linus in his Epistles to Timothy. 30 
Anencletus succeeded him, and after Anencletus, in the 
third place from the Apostles, Clement received the epis- 
copate. He had seen and conversed with the blessed 
Apostles, and their preaching was still sounding in his 
ears, and their tradition was still before his eyes. Nor 35 
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was he alone in this, for many who had been taught by the 
Apostles yet survived. In the times of Clement, a serious 
dissension having arisen among the brethren in Corinth, 
the Church of Rome sent a most suitable letter to the 
Corinthians, reconciling them in peace, renewing their 5 
faith, and proclaiming the doctrine lately received from 
the Apostles, 

Evarestus succeeded Clement, and Alexander Evarestus. 
Then Xystus, the sixth from the Apostles, was appointed. 
After him Telesphorus, who suffered martyrdom gloriously ; 10 
then Hyginus; then Pius; and after him Anicetus ; Soter 
succeeded Anicetus; and now, in the twelfth place from 
the Apostles, Eleutherus holds the office of bishop. In 
the same order and succession the tradition in the Church 
and the preaching of the truth has descended from the 15 
Apostles unto us. 

But Polycarp also was not only instructed by Apostles, 
and acquainted with many that had seen Christ, but was 
also appointed by Apostles in Asia bishop of the Church 
of Smyrna. We too saw him in our early youth; for 20 
he lived a long time, and died, when a very old man, 

a glorious and most illustrious martyr’s death, having 
always taught the things which he had learned from the 
Apostles, which the Church also hands down, and which 
alone are true. To these things all the Asiatic Churches 25 
testify, as do also those who, down to the present time, 
have succeeded Polycarp, who was a much more trust- 
worthy and certain witness of the truth than Valentinus 
and Marcion and the rest of the evil-minded. He was also 
in Rome in the time of Anicetus and caused many to turn 30 
away from the above-mentioned heretics to the Church of 
God, proclaiming that he had received from the Apostles 
this one and only system of truth which has been trans- 
H 
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XXIX. 
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mitted by the Church. And there are those that heard 
from him that John, the disciple of the Lord, going to 
bathe in Ephesus and seeing Cerinthus within, ran out of 
the bath-house without bathing, crying, ‘Let us flee, lest 
even the bath-house fall, because Cerinthus, the enemy of 5 
the truth, is within.’ And Polycarp himself, when Marcion 
once met him and said, ‘Knowest thou us?’ replied, 
‘I know the first-born of Satan.’ Such caution did the 
Apostles and their disciples exercise that they might not 
even converse with any of those who perverted the truth ; 10 
as Paul also said, ‘A man that is a heretic, after the first 
and second admonition, reject ; knowing that he that is 
such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself.’ 
There is also a very powerful epistle of Polycarp written 
to the Philippians, from which those that wish to do so, 
and that are concerned for their own salvation, may learn 


the character of his faith and the preaching of the truth. 
N. L. 


4 
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A Tradition of the Elders. 


As the Elders say, then also shall they which have 
been deemed worthy of the abode in heaven go thither, 
while others shall enjoy the delight of paradise, and others 20 
again shall possess the brightness of the city ; for in every 
place the Saviour shall be seen, according as they shall 
be worthy who see Him. They say moreover that this is 
the distinction between the habitation of them that bring 
forth a hundred-fold, and them that bring forth sixty-fold, 25 


and them that bring forth thirty-fold; of whom the first 
H2 
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XXXII. 
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Lbid. vi. 13, p. 792. 


Adv. Haer. v. 36. ] Early Christian Writers. 101 


shall be taken up into the heavens, and the second shall 
dwell in paradise, and the third shall inhabit the city ; 
and that therefore our Lord has said, In my Father’s 
abode are many mansions; for all things are of God, 
Who giveth to all their appropriate dwelling. L. 


Philosophy a preparation for the Gospel. 


Purtosopny then before the coming of the Lord was 
necessary to the Greeks for righteousness, but now it is 
profitable for piety, seeing that it is a sort of training for 
those who by means of demonstration have the enjoyment 
of faith, for ‘thy foot shall not stumble,’ says he, if thou 
refer good things to providence, whether they be Greek 
or Christian. For God is the cause of all good things, 
but of some primarily, as of the old and new covenants, 
and of others indirectly, as of philosophy. Peradventure 
also it was given primarily to the Greeks in times before 
the Lord called also the Greeks; for this was a school- 
master to the Greek world as the law was to the Hebrews 
to bring them unto Christ. Philosophy therefore is 
a preparation, making ready the way for him who is 
being perfected by Christ.... The way then of truth is 
one; but into it as into a never-failing river flow the 
streams from all sides. 


The true Gnostic. 


He then who has first moderated his passions and 
trained himself for impassibility, and developed to the 
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° 


5 


20 


beneficence of gnostic perfection, is here equal to the 25 


angels. Luminous already, and like the sun shining in 
the exercise of beneficence, he speeds by righteous know- 
ledge through the love of God to the holy mansion. 
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Faith and Knowledge. 


Faitu is then, so to speak, a compendious knowledge 
of the essentials ; and knowledge is the strong and sure 
demonstration of what is received by faith, built upon 
faith by the Lord’s teaching, conveying [the soul] on to 
unchangeableness, and scientific comprehension. And, in 5 
my view, the first saving change is that from heathenism 
to faith, as I said before ; and the second, that from faith to 
knowledge. And the latter terminating in love, thereafter 
introduces as friend to friend, that which knows to that 
which is known. And, perchance, such an one has to 
already attained the condition of ‘being equal to the 
angels.’ Accordingly, after the highest excellence in the 
flesh, changing always duly to the better, he hastens to the 
ancestral hall, through the holy Hebdomad to the Lord’s 
own mansion; to be, so to say, a light, steady, and con- 15 
tinuing eternally, entirely and in every part immutable. 


Misuse of Scripture by Heretics. 


Anp if those also who follow heresies venture to avail 
themselves of the prophetic Scriptures; in the first place 
they will not make use of all the Scriptures, and then they 
will not quote them entire, nor as the body and texture of 20 
the prophecy prescribe. But, selecting ambiguous expres- 
sions, they wrest them to their own opinions, gathering a 
few expressions here and there; not looking to the sense, 
but making use of the mere diction. For in almost all the 
quotations they make, you will find that they attend to the 25 
words alone, while they alter the meanings; neither 
knowing how they are spoken, nor using the quotations 
they adduce according to their true nature. 
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Ur de origine aliquid retractemus eiusmodi legum, vetus 
erat decretum, ne qui deus ab imperatore consecraretur, 
nisi a senatu probatus. Scit M. Aemilius de deo suo 
Alburno. Facit et hoc ad caussam nostram, quod. apud 
vos de humano arbitratu divinitas pensitatur. Nisi homini 
deus placuerit, deus non erit; homo iam deo propitius 
esse debebit. Tiberius ergo, cuius tempore nomen Chris- 
tianum in saeculum introivit, annuntiatum sibi ex Syria 
Palaestina, quod illic veritatem illius divinitatis revelaverat, 
detulit ad senatum cum praerogativa suffragii sui. Sena- 
tus, quia non ipse probaverat, respuit ; Caesar in sententia 
mansit, comminatus periculum accusatoribus Christiano- 
rum. Consulite commentarios vestros; illic reperietis 
primum Neronem in hanc sectam cum maxime Romae 
orientem Caesariano gladio ferocisse. Sed tali dedicatore 
damnationis nostrae etiam gloriamur. Qui enim scit illum, 
intelligere potest, non nisi grande aliquod bonum a Nerone 
damnatum. Tentaverat et Domitianus, portio Neronis de 
crudelitate ; sed qua et homo, facile coeptum repressit, 
restitutis etiam quos relegaverat. Tales semper nobis 
insecutores, iniusti, impii, turpes, quos et ipsi damnare 
consuestis, et a quibus damnatos restituere soliti estis. 
Ceterum de tot exinde principibus, usque ad hodiernum 
divinum humanumque sapientibus, edite aliquem debella- 
torem Christianorum, At nos e contrario edimus pro- 
tectorem, si litterae M. Aurelii gravissimi imperatoris 
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Bad Emperors the only Persecutors. 


To say something of the origin of laws of that sort. 
There was an old decree, that no god should be con- 
secrated by any general without the approval of the 
Senate. M. Aemilius found it out with his god Alburnus. 
This too helps our case, that with you divinity depends on 
human judgement. Unless a god pleases men, he shall 
not be a god at all—man will positively have to be pro- 
pitious to his god. Tiberius then, in whose time the 
Christian name came into the world, referred to the Senate 
the news which had reached himself from Palestine of the 
events which had revealed the truth of Christ’s divinity, 
with the recommendation of his own vote in favour of it. 
The Senate refused, because it had not itself approved. 
Caesar held to his opinion, and threatened punishment to 
the accusers of Christians. Consult your own records. 
There you will find that Nero was the first who raged 
with the imperial sword against our sect, just when it was 
coming into notice at Rome. But we are proud indeed 
of having such a man to inaugurate our condemnation ; 
for any one who knows him can understand that what 
Nero condemned cannot but have been something very 
good indeed. Domitian tried it too, another Nero for 
cruelty ; but as having some humanity too, he soon stopped 
his effort, and even restored those whom he had exiled. 
Our persecutors are always men of this sort, unrighteous, 
impious and shameful ; men whose memory even you are 
used to brand with infamy, whose judicial victims it is 
your custom to restore. However, out of all the emperors 
from that time to the present who have tasted of divine 


on 


H 


ie) 


HW 


5 


and human wisdom, name a single one as a subduer of 30 


Christians! Nay, on the contrary, we name one as 
a protector, if you will call for the letter of the grave and 
reverend emperor M., Aurelius, in which he bears witness 
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requirantur, quibus illam Germanicam sitim Christianorum 
forte militum precationibus impetrato imbri discussam con- 
testatur. Qui sicut non palam ob eiusmodi hominibus 
poenam dimovit, ita alio modo palam dispersit, adiecta 
5 etiam accusatoribus damnatione, et quidem tetriore. Quales 
ergo leges istae, quas adversus nos soli exsequuntur 
impii, iniusti, turpes, truces, vani, dementes? quas Traia- 
nus ex parte frustratus est vetando inquiri Christianorum ; 
quas nullus Hadrianus, quamquam curiositatum omnium 
10 explorator, nullus Vespasianus, quamquam Iudaeorum 


debellator, nullus Pius, nullus Verus impressit. 
TERTULLIAN, AZol. 5. 


XXXV. 


VuLTIs ex operibus ipsius tot ac talibus, quibus con- 
tinemur, quibus sustinemur, quibus oblectamur, etiam 
quibus exterremur, vultis ex animae ipsius testimonio 

15 comprobemus? Quae licet carcere corporis pressa, licet 
institutionibus pravis circumscripta, licet libidinibus ac 
concupiscentiis evigorata, licet falsis diis exancillata, cum 
tamen resipiscit, ut ex crapula, ut ex somno, ut ex aliqua 
valetudine, et sanitatem suam patitur, deum nominat, hoc 

20 solo nomine, quia proprio dei veri: deus magnus, deus 
bonus, et quod deus dederit, omnium vox est. IJudicem 
quoque contestatur illum, deus videt, et deo commendo, 
et deus mihi reddet. O testimonium animae naturaliter 
Christianae! Denique pronuntians haec, non ad Capito- 

25 lium, sed ad coelum respicit. Novit enim sedem dei vivi; 
ab illo, et inde descendit. Ibid, 14. 
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that the great drought in Germany was removed by a 
shower of rain obtained by the prayers of Christians who 
chanced to be serving in the army. As on one side he 
did not openly free such men from the penalties of law, so 
on the other he openly made these of none effect, imposing 5 
also a sentence, and that a severer one, on their accusers. 
What sort of laws then are these, which are put in force 
against us only by the impious, the unrighteous, the 
shameful, the savage, the senseless, the demented—laws 
which Trajan partly defeated by forbidding Christians to 
be sought out, which neither a Hadrian, though so curi- 
ous a student of every novelty, nor a Vespasian, conqueror 
of the Jews as he was, nor a Pius, nor a Verus ever 
enforced? 


Testimony of the Soul. 


Wit you have our proof from his works in all their 1 
magnitude and number, which contain or sustain us, which 
delight us or again dismay us; or will you have it from 
the witness of the soul itself? Though it be shut up in 
the prison of the body, though it be limited by evil customs, 
though it be enervated by lusts and longings, though it be 2 
a slave to false gods, yet when it comes to itself as after 
a debauch or after sleep or after a sickness, and feels its 
proper health, it makes mention of God, and by that name 
only, for it is peculiar to the true God. ‘God is great,’ 
‘God is good,’ ‘which may God grant,’ are all men’s 2 
words. It appeals also to Him as judge—‘God sees,’ ‘I 
commend to Him,’ and ‘God will repay me.’ O testimony 
of the soul by nature Christian! Finally, in using these 
words, it looks up not to the Capitol but to heaven, for it 
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recognizes the throne of the living God. From Him it is, 30 


and thence came down. 
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XXXVI. 


Est et alia maior necessitas nobis orandi pro impera- 
toribus, etiam pro omni statu imperii rebusque Romanis 
qui vim maximam universo orbi imminentem, ipsamque 
clausulam seculi acerbitates horrendas comminantem Ro- 

5 mani imperii commeatu scimus retardari. Ita quae nolumus 
experiri, ea dum precamur differri, Romanae diuturnitati 
favemus. Sed et iuramus, sicut non per genios Caesarum 
ita per salutem eorum, quae est augustior omnibus geniis. 
Nescitis genios daemonas dici, et inde diminutiva voce 

ro daemonia? Nos iudicium dei suspicimus in imperatoribus 
qui gentibus illos praefecit. 
Lbid. 32, 


XXXVI. 


HESTERNI sumus et vestra omnia implevimus, urbes, 
insulas, castella, municipia, conciliabula, castra ipsa, tribus, 
decurias, palatium, senatum, forum; sola vobis reliquimus 

15templa. Cui bello non idonei, non prompti fuissemus, 
etiam impares copiis, qui tam libenter trucidamur, si non 
apud istam disciplinam magis occidi liceret, quam occidere? 
Potuimus et inermes, nec rebelles, sed tantummodo dis- 
cordes, solius divortii invidia adversus vos dimicasse. Si 

zo enim tanta vis hominum in aliquem orbis remoti sinum 
abrupissemus a vobis, suffudisset pudore utique domi- 
nationem vestram tot qualiumcunque amissio civium, imo 
etiam et ipsa destitutione punisset. 

Ibid. 37. 
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Christians not disloyal. 


WE are under another and a greater need of praying 
for the emperors, and further for the good estate of the 
Empire and the interests of Rome, knowing as we do that 
a mighty shock impending over the entire world and the 
end of the age itself with the fearful calamities it threatens 5 
are delayed by the respite which the Roman Empire gives. 
Thus when we pray for those things to be put off which 
we do not wish ourselves to experience, we are in favour 
of the long endurance of Rome. Furthermore, even as 
we do not swear by the genii of the Caesars, so we do swear 10 
by their health, which is more august than all the genii. 
Do you not know that the genii are called daemones, and 
thence by the diminutive word daemonia? We in the 
emperors look up to the judgement of God, which has set 
them over the nations, 15 


Numbers of the Christians. 


WE are men of yesterday; yet we have filled all your 
places of resort—cities, lodging-houses, forts, towns, 
markets, even the camp, tribes, town-councils, palace, 
senate, forum; we have left you nothing but your temples. 
For what war should not we have been fit and ready, 20 
though with unequal forces, who are so willing to be 
slaughtered, if according to our teaching it were not better 
to be killed than to kill? We could have fought against 
you even without arms, yet without rebellion, simply by 
the civil discord of an unfriendly separation. For if such 25 
a force of men as we had broken off from you to some far 
corner of the world, your empire would undoubtedly have 
been put to shame by the loss of so many citizens of 
whatever sort, or rather actual bankruptcy would have 
been your punishment. 30 
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XXXVIII. 


Corpus sumus de conscientia religionis et disciplinae 
unitate et spei foedere. Coimus in coetum et congre- 
gationem, ut ad deum, quasi manu facta, precationibus 
ambiamus. Haec vis deo grata est. Oramus etiam pro 
imperatoribus, pro ministeriis eorum ac potestatibus, pro 
statu saeculi, pro rerum quiete, pro mora finis. Cogimur 
ad litterarum divinarum commemorationem, si quid prae- 
sentium temporum qualitas aut praemonere cogit aut 
recognoscere. Certe fidem sanctis vocibus pascimus, 
spem erigimus, fiduciam figimus, disciplinam praeceptorum 
nihilominus inculcationibus densamus; ibidem etiam 
exhortationes, castigationes et censura divina. Nam et 
iudicatur magno cum pondere, ut apud certos de dei con- 
spectu, summumque futuri iudicii praeiudicium est, si quis 
ita deliquerit, ut a communicatione orationis et conventus 
et omnis sancti commercii relegetur. Praesident probati 
quique seniores, honorem istum non pretio sed testimonio 
adepti; neque enim pretio ulla res dei constat. Etiam 
si quod arcae genus est, non de honoraria summa, quasi 
redemptae religionis congregatur ; modicam unusquisque 
stipem menstrua die, vel quum velit, et si modo velit et si 
modo possit, apponit: nam nemo compellitur, sed sponte 
confert. Haec quasi deposita pietatis sunt. Nam inde 
non epulis nec potaculis, nec ingratis voratrinis dispen- 
satur, sed egenis alendis humandisque, et pueris ac puellis 
re ac parentibus destitutis, iamque domesticis senibus, 
item naufragis, et si qui in metallis, et si qui in insulis, 
vel in custodiis, dumtaxat ex causa dei sectae, alumni 
confessionis suae fiunt. 

Lbid. 39. 
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Christian Worship. 


WE are made a body by common religious feeling, unity 
of discipline, and the bond of hope. We come together 
in a meeting and assembly, that we may as it were form a 
troop, and so in prayer to God beset Him with our suppli- 
cations. This violence is well-pleasing to God. We pray 5 
also for emperors, for their ministers and for them that 
are in power, for the welfare of the world, for peace 
therein, for the delay of the end. We meet together for 
the reading of the divine writings, if the character of the 
times compels us in any way to forewarning or reminder. 10 
However that may be, with the holy words we nourish 
our faith, lift up our hope, confirm our confidence, and no 
less make strong our discipline by impressing the precepts. 
At these meetings we have also exhortations, rebukes, 
and a Divine censorship. For judgement also is executed 15 
with much gravity, as before men who are sure that they 
are in the sight of God; and it is a notable foretaste of 
judgement to come if aman has so sinned as to be banished 
from the communion of our prayer and meeting and all holy 
intercourse. Our presidents are the approved elders, obtain- 20 
ing that honour not for a price, but by attested character ; 
for indeed the things of God are not sold for a price. 
Even if there is a sort of common fund, it is not made up 
of money paid in fees, as for a worship by contract. Each 
of us puts in a trifle on the monthly day, or when he 2; 
pleases; but only if he pleases, and only if he is able, for 
no man is obliged, but contributes of his own free will. 
These are as it were deposits of piety; for it is not paid 
out thence for feasts and drinkings and thankless eating- 
houses, but for feeding and burying the needy, for boys and 30 
girls deprived of means and parents, for old folk now con- 
fined to the house: also for them that are shipwrecked, for 
any who are in the mines, and for any who in the islands 
or in the prisons, if only it be for the cause of God’s people, 
become the nurslings of their own confession. 35 
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XXXIX. 


Ipsar denique haereses a philosophia subornantur. Inde 
aeones et formae, nescio quae, et trinitas hominis apud 
Valentinum: Platonicus fuerat. Inde Marcionis deus me- 
lior de tranquillitate: a Stoicis venerat. Et uti anima 

5interire dicatur, ab Epicureis observatur; et ut carnis 
restitutio negetur, de una omnium philosophorum schola 
sumitur ; et ubi materia cum deo aequatur, Zenonis dis- 
ciplina est; et ubi aliquid de igneo deo allegatur, Hera- 
clitus intervenit. Eaedem materiae apud haereticos et 
10 philosophos volutantur; iidem retractatus implicantur: 
unde malum, et quare? et unde homo, et quomodo? et 
quod proxime Valentinus proposuit: unde deus? scilicet 


de enthymesi et ectromate. 
Ip. de Praeser. 7. 


XL. 


Et proinde ecclesias apud unamquamque civitatem con- 

15 diderunt, a quibus traducem fidei et semina doctrinae 
ceterae exinde ecclesiae mutuatae sunt et quotidie mutu- 
antur, ut ecclesiae fiant. Ac per hoc et ipsae apostolicae 
deputabuntur ut soboles apostolicarum ecclesiarum. Omne 
genus ad originem suam censeatur necesse est. Itaque 
20 tot ac tantae ecclesiae una est illa ab apostolis prima, ex 
qua omnes. Sic omnes primae et omnes apostolicae, dum 
una omnes probant unitatem. Communicatio pacis et 
appellatio fraternitatis et contesseratio hospitalitatis, quae 


iura non alia ratio regit, quam eiusdem sacramenti una 
25 traditio. 
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Philosophy the Mother of Heresy. 


Fina.ty the heresies themselves are equipped by philo- 
sophy. Thence came the aeons, the—I know not what— 
infinite forms, and the trinity of man taught by Valentinus: 
he had been a Platonist. Thence came Marcion’s better god, 
the better for his tranquillity : he had come from the Stoics. 
The statement that the soul dies is a note taken from the 
Epicureans, and the denial of the restoration of the flesh 
is assumed from the entire school of all the philosophers. 
Where matter is made equal to God, it is the teaching of 
Zeno; and where anything is stated about a god of fire, 10 
it is Heraclitus who comes in. We have the same sub- 
jects repeatedly discussed by heretics and philosophers 
with the same complicated reconsiderations. Whence is 
evil, and why? Whence is man, and how? and—the 
very latest problem of Valentinus—whence is God? 15 
From enthymesis and ectroma, no doubt. 


wn 


The Argument of Tertullian from Tradition. 


Tue Apostles accordingly founded in the several cities 
Churches from which the rest have thenceforth borrowed 
and daily borrow the shoot of faith and seeds of teaching, 
in order that they may become Churches ; and it is from 
this fact that they too will be counted Apostolic, as the 
offspring of Apostolic Churches. Every kind of thing 
must be estimated by reference back to its origin. There- 
fore the Churches, whatever their size or number, form 
but the single primitive Church which comes from the 25 
Apostles, and its offspring are they all. Thus they are all 
primitive and all Apostolic, since they are all approved 
together by their union in the communion of peace, the 
title of brotherhood, and the interchange of hospitality— 
rights which are governed by no other rule than the single 30 
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Hinc igitur dirigimus praescriptionem, si dominus Iesus 
Christus apostolos misit ad praedicandum, alios non esse 
recipiendos praedicatores, quam quos Christus instituit. 
. .. Si haec ita sunt, constat proinde omnem doctrinam, 

5 quae cum illis ecclesiis apostolicis, matricibus et origina- 
libus fidei, conspiret, veritati deputandam, id sine dubio 
tenentem, quod ecclesiae ab apostolis, apostoli a Christo, 
Christus a deo accepit ; reliquam vero omnem doctrinam 
de mendacio praeiudicandam, quae sapiat contra veritatem 

10 ecclesiarum et apostolorum et Christi et dei. 


Lbid. 20, 21. 


XLI. 


Non omittam ipsius etiam conversationis haereticae 
descriptionem, quam futilis, quam terrena, quam humana 
sit, sine gravitate, sine auctoritate, sine disciplina, ut fidei 
suae congruens. Inprimis quis catechumenus, quis fidelis, 

15 incertum est; pariter adeunt, pariter orant, etiam ethnici, 
si supervenerint; sanctum canibus et porcis margaritas, 
licet non veras, iactabunt. Simplicitatem volunt esse pro- 
strationem disciplinae, cuilus penes nos curam lenocinium 
vocant. Pacem quoque passim cum omnibus miscent. 

20 Nihil enim interest illis, licet diversa tractantibus, dum 
ad unius veritatis expugnationem conspirent. Omnes 
scientiam pollicentur. Ante sunt perfecti catechumeni, 
quam edocti. Ipsae mulieres haereticae, quam procaces! 
quae audeant docere, contendere, exorcismos agere, cura- 

25 tiones repromittere, forsitan et tingere. Ordinationes 
eorum temerariae, leves, inconstantes. Nunc neophytos 
collocant, nunc saeculo obstrictos, nunc apostatas nostros, 
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tradition of the same mystery in all. Here then we enter 
our demurrer, that if the Lord Christ Jesus sent Apostles 
to preach, others than those whom Christ appointed ought 
not to be received as preachers. ... If these things be so, 
it is in the same way plain that all teaching which agrees 5 
with those Apostolic Churches which are the wombs 
and origins of the faith must be ascribed to the truth, such 
teaching doubtless containing that which the Churches 
received from the Apostles, the Apostles from Christ, and 
Christ from God, whereas all teaching must be summarily 1° 
set down as false if its tenor is opposed to the truth of the 
Churches and Apostles, and Christ and God. 


Disorderly Worship of Heretics. 


I wiLt not leave out a description of the conduct also of 
the heretics—how empty it is, how earthly, how merely 
human, without sobriety, without impressiveness, without 15 
discipline—as suits their faith. In the first place, who is 
catechumen and who faithful, is doubtful. They all come 
up alike, all hear, all pray alike—heathens too, if they 
come in. That which is holy they will cast to the dogs, 
and their pearls (though they are but shams) to the swine. 20 
They will have it that simplicity means the destruction of 
discipline, and the care of it with us they call pandering. 
Peace, too, they mix up at random with all comers; for 
with all their differences of thinking they care for nothing 
so long as they are agreed on assailing the one single 25 
Truth. They all promise knowledge. The catechumens 
are perfect before they are fully taught. The very women 
of the heretics—how pert they are! For they have the 
impudence to teach, to wrangle, to perform exorcisms, 
to undertake healings, possibly even to baptize. Their 30 
ordinations are random, capricious, unsettled. Sometimes 
they appoint novices, sometimes secular officials, some- 
times renegades of ours, in order to bind them by vain- 

12 
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ut gloria eos obligent, quia veritate non possunt. Nus- 
quam facilius proficitur, quam in castris rebellium, ubi 
ipsum esse illic, promereri est. Itaque alius hodie epi- 
scopus, cras alius; hodie diaconus, qui cras lector ; hodie 
5 presbyter, qui cras laicus; nam et laicis sacerdotalia 


munera iniungunt. 
Ibid, 41. 


XLII. 


Aupio etiam edictum esse propositum, et quidem peremp- 
torium. Pontifex scilicet Maximus, episcopus episco- 
porum edicit: Ego et moechiae et fornicationis delicta 

1o poenitentia functis dimitto. O edictum, cui adscribi non 
poterit: Bonum factum! Et ubi proponetur liberalitas 
ista? Ibidem, opinor, in ipsis libidinum ianuis, sub ipsis 
libidinum titulis. J[llic eiusmodi poenitentia promulganda 
est, ubi delinquentia ipsa versabitur. Illic legenda est 

15 venia, quo cum spe eius intrabitur. Sed hoc in ecclesia 
legitur, et in ecclesia pronuntiatur, et virgo est. 

Ip. De Pudicit. 1. 


XLII. 


RECENSEAMUS nunc cetera pericula et vulnera, ut dixi, 
fidei ab apostolo provisa non carnis tantum verum etiam 
ipsius spiritus molestissima. ... Domino certe non potest 

20 pro disciplina satisfacere, habens in latere diaboli servum, 
procuratorem domini sui ad impedienda fidelium studia et 
officia: ut si statio facienda est, maritus de die condicat 
ad balneas; si ieiunia observanda sunt, maritus eadem die 
convivium exerceat ; si procedendum erit, nunquam magis 
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glory, for by truth they cannot. Nowhere is promotion 

easier than in the camp of rebels, where the mere fact of 

being there is a merit. Thus one man is bishop to-day, 

another to-morrow: he is deacon to-day who to-morrow is 

reader, and he is presbyter to-day who to-morrow is lay- 5 
man; for even on laymen they impose priestly functions. 


The Roman Bishop’s Edict. 


I HEAR also that an edict has been issued, and that 
a decisive one. The sovereign Pontiff forsooth, the 
bishop of bishops puts forth his edict. ‘I,’ says he, ‘to 
them that have done penitence remit the sins of both 10 
adultery and fornication. What an edict it is, to 
which we cannot add Well done! And where shall 
that gracious message be posted up? On the very spot, 

I suppose—on the very door-posts of lust, beneath the 
advertisements themselves of lust. There ought penitence 15 
of that sort to be published, where the offence itself shall 
dwell. Zhere ought the pardon to be read, where men enter 
in the hope of it. But this—in the Church it is read, and 
in the Church pronounced, and—she is a virgin! 


LInconveniences of a mixed Marriage. 


Let us now recount the other dangers and wounds, as 20 
I said, of faith foreseen by the Apostle as not to the flesh 
only, but likewise even to the spirit very grievous. ... 
Without doubt she cannot satisfy the Lord according to 
discipline, when she has at her side a servant of the devil, 
an agent of /zs lord to hinder the works and duties of 25 
believers; so that if there is a meeting to attend, her 
husband the first thing in the morning makes her an 
appointment for the baths; if there are fasts to be ob- 
served, her husband that same day gives a dinner ; if she 
has to go out [on charitable errands], never is household 30 
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familiae occupatio obveniat. Quis enim sinat coniugem 
suam visitandorum fratrum gratia vicatim aliena et quidem 
pauperiora quaeque tuguria circuire? quis nocturnis con- 
vocationibus, si ita oportuerit, a latere suo adimi libenter 
5 feret? quis denique sollemnibus Paschae abnoctantem, 
securus sustinebit ? quis ad convivium dominicum illud 
quod infamant sine sua suspicione dimittet ? quis in car- 
cerem ad osculanda vincula martyris reptare patietur? 
Iam vero alicui fratrum ad osculum convenire? aquam 
ro Sanctorum pedibus offerre? de cibo, de poculo invadere, 
desiderare, in mente habere ? si et peregre frater adveniat, 
quod in aliena domo hospitium? si cui largiendum erit, 
horreum, proma praeclusa sunt.... Moratur dei ancilla 
cum laboribus alienis, et inter illos omnibus honoribus 
15 daemonum, omnibus sollemnibus regum, incipiente anno, 
incipiente mense, nidore thuris agitabitur. Et procedet 
de ianua laureata et lucernata, ut de novo consistorio 
libidinum publicarum ; discumbet cum marito in sodalitiis, 
saepe in popinis ; et ministrabit nonnunquam iniquis, solita 
20 quondam sanctis ministrare; et non hinc praeiudicium 
damnationis suae agnoscet, eos observans, quos erat 


iudicatura ? 
Ip. Ad Uxorem, ii. 3-6. 


XLIV. 


Nam iste primus ex Asia hoc genus perversitatis intulit 

25 Romae, hemo et alias inquietus, insuper de iactatione 
martyrii inflatus ob solum et simplex et breve carceris 
taedium, quando, etsi corpus suum tradidisset exurendum, 
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business more in the way. For who would let his wife go 
round from street to street to other men’s houses, and 
indeed to all the poorer cottages, for the sake of visiting 
the brethren? Who will willingly allow her to be taken 
from his side for nocturnal meetings, if her duty be so? 5 
Who in short will bear without anxiety her absence all 
night for the ceremonial of Easter? Who will let her go 
without suspicion of his own to that Lord’s Supper which 
they defame? Who will suffer her to creep into a prison 
to kiss a martyr’s bonds? or indeed to meet one of thex 
brethren for the kiss? to offer water for the feet of the 
saints? to seize [for them] from her food or from her cup, 
to long for them, to keep them in mind? Ifa brother on 
a journey come, what welcome is there for him in an alien 
house? If there is a case for liberality, the granary and 
the larder are shut up.... The handmaid of God dwells 
with alien labours, and amongst them she will be per- 
secuted with the odour of incense at all the festivals of 
demons, all the ceremonials of kings, the beginning of the 


° 


5 


year, the beginning of the month. She will come forth 20 


too from a laurelled gateway hung with lanterns as from 
some new abode of public lusts. She will dine with her 
husband in clubs, often in taverns, and sometimes she will 
minister to the unjust, who was used to minister to saints ; 
and will she not recognize in this a sentence that carries 2 
her damnation, as she attends on those whom she was to 
judge hereafter ? 


The Misdeeds of Praxeas. 


For Praxeas it was who first imported from Asia to 
Rome this kind of perversity—a man in other ways unquiet, 
and moreover puffed up with pride of confessorship merely 3 
on the strength of a short annoyance of imprisonment 
without further hardship; whereas even though he had 
given his body to be burned, he would have gained 
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nihil profecisset, dilectionem dei non habens, cuius charis- 
mata quoque expugnavit. Nam idem tunc episcopum 
Romanum agnoscentem iam prophetias Montani, Priscae, 
Maximillae, et ex ea agnitione pacem ecclesiis Asiae et 
5 Phrygiae inferentem, falsa de ipsis prophetis et ecclesiis 
eorum adseverando et praecessorum eius auctoritates defen- 
dendo coegit et literas pacis revocare iam emissas et 
a proposito recipiendorum charismatum concessare. Ita 
duo negotia diaboli Praxeas Romae procuravit, prophe- 
10 tiam expulit et haeresim intulit, paracletum fugavit et 


patrem crucifixit. 
Ip. Adv. Prax. 1. 


XLV. 


ITAQUE pro cuiusque personae conditione ac disposi- 
tione, etiam aetate, cunctatio baptismi utilior est, praecipue 
tamen circa parvulos. Quid enim necesse est, sponsores 

15 etiam periculo ingeri, qui et ipsi per mortalitatem destituere 
promissiones suas possunt et proventu malae indolis falli? 
Ait quidem dominus: Nolite illos prohibere ad me venire. 
Veniant ergo, dum adolescunt ; veniant, dum discunt, dum 
quo veniant docentur; fiant Christiani, quum Christum 

20 nosse potuerint. Quid festinat innocens aetas ad remis- 
sionem peccatorum? Cautius agetur in secularibus, ut cui 
substantia terrena non creditur, divina credatur. 

Ip. De Baftismo, 18. 


XLVI. 


To.atra 6 yéns ToAujoas cuveotiaato didacKaXeiov 


Kava THs exkAnoias obras diddéas, kal mpGros t& mpods 
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nothing by it, not having the love of God, whose gifts too he 
has overcome. For he it was again, who when the then 
bishop of Rome was ready to recognize the prophecies of 
Montanus, Prisca and Maximilla, and in consequence of 
that recognition to give his peace to the Churches of Asia 5 
and Phrygia—he by making false statements about the 
prophets themselves and their Churches, and by urging the 
authority of the bishop’s predecessors, obliged him to 
recall the letters of peace he had already sent out, and to 
give up his purpose of acknowledging the gifts. Thus 10 
Praxeas managed two of the devil’s businesses in Rome: 
he drove out prophecy and brought in heresy; he put to 
flight the Comforter and crucified the Father. 


Infant Baptism. 


THEREFORE according to the circumstances and temper 
and even age of each is the delay of baptism more profit- 15 
able, yet especially in the case of little children. For 
where is the need of involving sponsors also in danger ? 
They too through mortality may fail to perform their 
promises, or may be deceived by the growth of an 
evil disposition. The Lord says, indeed, Forbid them 20 
not tocome unto me. Let them come then while they are 
growing up; let them come while they are learning, while 
they are taught where they are coming ; let them become 
Christians when they are able to know Christ. Why does 
an age which is innocent hasten to the remission of sins? 25 
There will be more caution used in worldly matters, so 
that one who is not trusted with earthly substance is 
trusted with divine. 


Misdeeds of Callistus. 


Tue impostor had the impudence to adopt opinions of 
this kind, setting up a school against the Church, and 30 


on 


10 


15 


20 


25 
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ras HSovas toils dvOpdmos cvyywpeiv emevinoe, €Eywv 
nacw br’ abtod adpiecbar dpaptias.... obros eoypd- 
ticev Oras el émlcxoros dpdprou 71, el Kal mpods Odvaror, 
ph Oeiv xaratibecOa. emi todtov Hpgavto émicxoran 
kal mpecBirepor Kat didkovor Styapot Kat Tpiyapo 
kaicracbar els KAjpoust ef O& Kal Tis ev KAApo dy 
yapoin, pévew tov TowodTovy ev TO KANPO OS Bi) Hpap- 
TykéTa, ... Kal yap Kal yuvasgly émérpeyev, ef dvavdpor 
elev kai HAtkia ye éxxalowTo dvagia, } éavtdv afiav ph 
BotvrowTo kabatpev did TH vopipas yaunOAvat, exe Eva 
dv dv aipjowrtat otbyKowtov, etre oikérny, cite éXevOEpor, 
kal Tovrov Kpivey avril dvdpos pt) vopw yeyapnpévny.... 
Kal émi TovTos Tols ToApHpacw éavTovs of dmnpvOpiac- 
pévot KabodrKhy éxkanoiav dmoKadeiv émtxerpodct, Kai 
Tives vopuigovtes e0 mpdTTeLy ouvTpéxovoly avrois. én 
TovTov mpaTws TeTOAUNTAL SevTEpoy adTois BdrTicpa, 
Hiprotytus, Ref. Omn. Haer. ix. 12. 


XLVII. 


J a an 

"Ev tovt@ kai’ AuBpéc.os ra Tis Ovadrertivoy ppovar 
aipécews, mpos THS Ure “Qpryévous mperBevopévns aAn- 
Oeias edeyy Geis, Kai os adv bd hwrtds Katavyacbels Ti 
didvoray, TO THS exkAnoiactikhs opOodokias mpooriberat 
byw? Kai ddrAor SE wrElous Tav amd Traldeias, TAS Tepl 
x ? # ia Wi Zz af © 
Tov Qpryévny diuns mavtaydce Bowpévns, fecay as 
avtév, Teipay THS ev Tois lepois Abyous ikavdrynTos Tavdpos 
Anwopevor pupior dé Tov alpetiK@v, Pilocdgwv Te TOY 
2 2 raed i > o A ~ é. cal 
padhiota emipavav ovK drlyo, dia omovdqs att@ mpoc- 
eixov, mpos Tots Oelors kai Ta THs ewbey gidocodias 
mpos avrod maidevduevor, elonyé te yap daous edpuds 
wy 2 ‘ A ‘ & a Ca 
EXovTas eOpa kal emi Ta Pirddcopa pabjpata, yewpe- 

¥ x 
Tplav Kai dpiOunrikiy Kal r& dAAa mpomradevpata mapa- 
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teaching accordingly ; and he was the first who found out 
the device of yielding to men in their sensual pleasures by 
saying that all men had their sins forgiven by him. ... He 

it was who laid it down, that if a bishop committed a sin, 
though it were a sin unto death, he ought not to be5 
deposed. In his time began twice married and thrice 
married men to be appointed to clerical office as bishops, 
elders and deacons ; and if one married who was in the 
clergy, such a one remained in the clergy as if he had not 
sinned [quoting Rom. xiv. 4, Matt. xiii. 29, and the clean 10 
and unclean in the ark]. For he even allowed women, if 
they were unmarried and inflamed with love unworthy of 
their age, or did not wish to destroy their rank for the 
sake of a legal marriage, to have one whomsoever they 
chose for a companion, whether he were slave or free, and 15 
though not legally married to him to count him for a 
husband. ... And on the strength of these audacious 
doings the shameless fellows endeavour to call themselves 

a Catholic Church ; and some thinking they are faring well 
agree with them. In his time a second baptism was first 20 
impudently attempted by them. 


Origen’s conception of education. 


Asout this time Ambrose, who held the heresy of 
Valentinus, was convinced by Origen’s presentation of the 
truth, and, as if his mind were illumined by light, he 
accepted the orthodox doctrine of the Church. Many 25 
others also, drawn by the fame of Origen’s learning, 
which resounded everywhere, came to him to make trial 
of his skill in sacred literature. Anda great many heretics 
and not a few of the most distinguished philosophers 
studied under him diligently, receiving instruction from 30 
him not only in divine things, but also in secular philo- 
sophy. For when he perceived that any persons had 
superior intelligence he instructed them also in philo- 
sophic branches—in geometry, arithmetic and other pre- 
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didovs, els te ras alpéces Tas mapa Tois Pidroadgors 
mpodyov, kal Ta mapa rovros ovyypadppata dinyovpevos, 
drropvnparifopevos Te Kal Oewpay eis ExaoTa, OoTE peyay 
kal tap’ abtois “EAdnot pirdcopov tiv dvépa Knpvr- 
5 TecOat, moddgods St Kai Tov iSiwTiKwTépwy Evijyev Emi 
7a éykikhia ypdupara, od piKpay avrois EccoOar pdoKkov 
e€ éxetvoy émitnberérnta eis tiv Tav Ociov ypapdr 
Ocwpiay re Kai mapackeujy, 60ev pddiota Kal éavT 
dvayxaiay tyjoaro Thy mepl Ta KoopiKa Kal Piddcopa 


10 padhpara doKnow. ; ; 
EvusEBIUS, Hist. Eccles. vi, 18. 


XLVIII. 


"Emel ody ouvéstnkey 4) ypadiy Kal abrh olovel éx 
adépatos piv Tob BAemopévov, Wuxfs dt THs ev avTa 
vooupévns kai kaTadapBavopévns, kal mvevparos Tod Kata 
Ta vmodciypata Kal oKidv Tov érovpavioy' dépe, ém- 

15 Kadeodpevol Tov TojcavTa TH Ypahh cGua Kai uy 
kal mvedpa, cOua pev Tois mpd tuav, Wuxiv O& hpiv, 
mvebpa d€ Tois €v TH pédAXdovTL ai@ve KANpovo“Haovat 

* ted N coh iva 2 x, x 2 # ‘ 
(wiv aidvioy Kai pédAovow Few él Ta éroupdvia Kai 
2 x = 4 Bs 4 > Xx - 2 DS ‘ 
adnOivd Tob vopov, épevvicapey ov TO ypdupa GAA Thy 

N ay ~ Z mi > x ra zy 2 3 
20 Wuxi emt tod mapévros’ ef S& olof Té éopev, dvaBn- 
obueba Kai éni 7d mvetpa, KaTad Tov Adyoy Tov Tepi TOY 
avayvocbecav buoiay. 
ORIGEN, Jz Lev. Hom. v (Philocalia, 1, ad fin.). 


XLIX. 


“Egijs 8 rotrois 6 Kédoos bridépevos Ta érdetx Onod- 
peva bd Too ‘Inood yeyernpéva peyddra, wept av ddrlya 
25 ard ToAAGY clpiixaper TR AOMATOLEET Int ovyxapey adn Of 
elvat, doa epi Ocpamear, } dvactdcews, } mept adptov 
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paratory studies—and then advanced to the systems of 
the philosophers and explained their writings. And he 
made observations and comments upon each of them, so that 
he became celebrated as a great philosopher even among 
the Greeks themselves. And he instructed many of the 5 
less learned in the common school branches, saying that 
these would be no small help to them in the study and 
understanding of the Divine Scriptures. On this account 
he considered it especially necessary for himself to be 


skilled in secular and philosophic learning. Gan: Te 


The Letter and the Spirit. 


Since then Scripture itself also consists as it were of 
a visible body, and of the soul in it that is perceived and 
understood, and of the spirit which is according to the 
patterns and shadow of the heavenly things—come, let us 
call on Him who made for scripture body and soul and 15 
spirit, a body for them that came before us, a soul for us, 
and a spirit for them that in the age to come shall inherit 
life eternal, and shall attain to the heavenly and true things 
of the law; and so let us for the present search not the 
letter but the soul. And if we are able, we shall ascend 20 
also to the spirit, according to our discourse about the 
sacrifices just read. 


The Argument from our Lord’s Miracles. 


In the next place Celsus, suspecting that we shall put 
forward the mighty works of Jesus, of which we have 
already spoken very slightly, professes to grant that they 25 
may be true—all that is recorded of healings, or of a 


or 


10 


I 
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ortyov Opebdvrav moddovs avayéypamrat, ab’ dv hetpava 
Tord KaTadérermrat, } boa dAda olera TepaTevoapévous 
rods pabnras lotopynkéva, Kal émipéper avrois ‘ Dépe 
motetoopey elval co Tair’ eipyacpéva. Kai edbéws 
kowvorroel avTa& mpods Ta Epya TOY YorTaY, ws UmLaXvoV- 
pévov Oavpacidrepa, Kal mpos Ta bd TOV pabdvToy did 
Aiyunriov émiredotpeva, ev péoats ayopais dAlyor 
6BorOv drodopévov ta cepva pabjpara, Kal daipovas 
énd avOpdmav é€edavvévtav, Kal vioous amopvedrTor, 
kal Wuyxas jpdov dvakadotvtor, Seimvd Te ToduTEAT, Kal 
tpaméfas, kal wéupata, Kal da Td od« dvTa detkvivTor, 
kai ds (aa KwotvTav ovK GdAnOas dvTa (Ga, GAA péxpe 
pavracias pawopeva To.adra, Kal pnow “Ap émre 
Taira tmowitow éxeivor, Sejoe uads avrovs Hyeioba 


eoN bs ar a va mS 2 uA * 
viods elvat Oeod; i Aexréov adra eEmityndedpara eivat 
avOporev tovnpay Kai Kakodaipovey ;’ [bid, i. 68. 

L. 


Tis todro cide; yuv) méporotpos, ds gare, kal ef tus 
dddos TeV ex THs avTHs yontelas, Aro. Kata Twa Oidbeow 
? LA x ~ x > ~ A , a 
dverpdEas, 7) KaTa Tiy avTod BovAnow Soén wemdAavnpevy 
gavracibels, Srep 8% pupios ovpBéBnKev* 7, dep 
BaAXoOv, ExTAHEAL TOdS AoLTOds TH TEpateia Ta’TH OedAroas, 
kai 61a Tob ToLovTOv etcparos apoppiy &drAaLS aydprats 
TAapagXely, Ibid. ii. 55. 


LI. 


Weddos dé Kal rd ‘pdvovs HrAOiovs Kal ayevveis Kal 
dvaicOjrous Kal avdpdmoda Kal ytvara Kal maddpia 
meiOe eOédeww Tods SiddoKovtas Tov Oetov N6yov"’ Kal 
rovTous pév yap Karel 6 Adyos, iva adrods Bedtidon' 
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resurrection, or of the many who fed on a few loaves and 
left of them many fragments, and all the rest of the stories 
in telling which he thinks the disciples were romancing— 
and adds, ‘ Well, suppose we believe that you really did 
them.’ Then straightway he puts them on a level with 5 
the works of the jugglers, on the ground that their pro- 
fessions are still more marvellous, and with the perform- 
ances of those who have learned from the Egyptians, who 
sell their venerated arts for a few pence in the open market- 
place, and cast out demons from men, and puff away 10 
diseases, and call up souls of heroes, and exhibit costly 
dinners with tables and cakes and dainties non-existent, 
and set in motion as living animals lifeless things which 
have only the appearance of animals. Then he says, 
‘Since the jugglers do these things, must we needs think 15 
them sons of God, or shall we say that these are practices 
of wicked men possessed of evil spirits ?’ 


Celsus on the Lord's Resurrection. 


Wuo saw this? A frantic woman, as you say, and 
possibly some other in the same imposture, either 
dreaming it-through some personal peculiarity, or by a 20 
wandering imagination shaping it according to his own 
will, which is just what has happened in so many cases; 
or, what is more likely, desiring to scare others with this 
quackery, and by a falsehood of this sort to give an opening 
to other impostors. 25 


The Gospel not specially addressed to Fools. 


Tuart again is false, that it is ‘only simpletons and low 
people, and stupid, and slaves, and womenkind, and 
children,’ whom the teachers of the Divine word desire 
to persuade. For though the word does call these, that 
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~ a Z ies DD ‘ s 
Karel dt Kal Tods TOAA® TovTwv OLahépovTas’ Emel TTP 
éorTt mévtav avOpdmav 6 Xpiorés, kal padtoTa TMoTar, 
eire cuvetay cite Kal dmAovaTépov. Ibid. iii. 49. 


LII. 


Ovxoty éyxaranretrerat Oela xpioer 6 éyKxataderr- 
5 Mevos, Kal paxpobupel emi Tas Tov dpapravivtav 6 Ocos 
ovk addyos, GAN as adtois avvoicovTos ws mpos THY 
abavaciav rAS uxfs Kal Tov aretpov aidva Tod ph TAaXd 
ovvepynOjvat eis cwTnpiav, dAAG Bpddiov éml Tabryy ady- 
Onvar pera 7d Tetpabjvat TOAAGY KaKav, G@aoTrEp ydp 
10 Tiva Kal latpol duvdpevor TaéxLov idoacbat, bray éyKeKpup- 
pévov idov brovodo brdpxew wepi Ta cdpara, Td évaytiov 
T@ idoacOa épydfovrat, did 7d (dobar BovrecOa dopadéc- 
TEpov ToiTo mowobyTes* WyyoUpevor KpEiTToy Elva TOAD 
Xpov@ Tapakatracyely Twa év TO preypaive kal Kdépvev 
15 Umép TOU BeBaétepoy avtov Thy vyelay amodaPely, Hep 
Tdxwoyv pev paca doxeiv torepoy S& avadivat Kat mpdoc- 
katpov yevécOat tiv TaxvTépay iaciw: Tov avdrdov Tpdrov 
kai 6 Ocds, ywéoxov Ta Kpipia THs Kapdias Kai mpo- 
ywodokov T& péddAovTa, bia THS pakpoOvpias émirpére 
20 rdxa Kal Od tov eLwbev cvpBatvdvTwy EpedrKopevos 7d 
év KpunT® kakov, UTép To KabGpa Tov dv dpéderay TA 
oméppata THs apaptias Kexwpnkéta, iva eis émimodjy 
e\Oivtra adrd tis eméoas, ef Kal él mreiov ev Kakois 
yeyevntat, torepoy duvnOf Kabapoiov tuxav Tod pera 
25 7T}v Kakiay avactolxemOjvar, Ocds yap oikovopel ras 
puyas ox as mpds tiv dép’ eimety mevtnKovTaetiay 
THs €vOdde wis, aX ws mpos Tov dmrépavTov aidva’ 
a&pOaprov yap gpiow reroinxe tiv voepay Kal atTd 
ovyyevy, Kai ovK drokXeleTat womep emi THs evTadOa 
30 (ans 7 AoytKy ;uyy THs Oepareias. 
Ib. De Principizis, iii. 13. 
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it may make them better, yet it also calls those who are 
much better than these, since the Christ is the Saviour of 
all men, and specially of such as believe, whether prudent 
or simple. 


The Method of God’s dealing with Sinners. 


HE therefore that is left is left to the divine judgement ; 5 
and God is long-suffering towards certain sinners, not 
unreasonably, but with intent to profit them, with a view to 
the immortality of the soul and the unending age, that 
they be not quickly brought into salvation, but led to it 
more slowly, after they have had trial of many evils. For 10 
even as physicians (though able to heal a man more 
quickly), when they suspect that there is hidden poison 
anywhere in the body, do the reverse of healing because 
they wish to heal, and thereby make the healing the more 
sure; counting it better to keep a man for a long time in 15 
inflammation and sickness that he may the more certainly 
recover his health, than that he should seem to gain 
strength more quickly and afterward fall back again, so 
that the quicker healing is but for a time; in the same 
way God also, knowing the secret things of the heart and 20 
foreknowing the things to come, through His long-suffering 
permits [sins], peradventure by means of outside events 
drawing together the evil that is in secret, for the sake of 
cleansing him who by reason of carelessness has received 
the seeds of sin, to the end that when they have come to 25 
the surface a man may spue them out, and even if he have 
been deep in evils, may afterward obtain cleansing after 
his wickedness and be renewed. For God disposes souls 
not as for say the fifty years of life on earth, but as for the 
unending age; for He has made the intelligent nature 30 
incorruptible and akin to Himself, and the rational soul is 
not shut out from cure as in this present life. 

K 
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LIT. 


Tis d& poxOnpias tay ’Iovdaikay ypapay ouK amr6- 
oracw, vow O€ Ties evpetv mpobupndévres, én’ efnyh- 
ces érpdmovto davykAdotous Kai advappootous ois 
yeypapmpévols, ovK drohoyiay padAov tmtp Tav dOveior, 

5 mapadoxiy 6& kal @rawov Tois olkelois gepovcas,  ai- 
viypara yap Ta pavepas mapa Maiioe? deyopeva eiva 
koumdoavtes, kal emiderdoavres os Oeomicpata mipy 
kpudiov pvotnpiov, bid te Tod TUpov TO KpLTLKOY THs 
Wuxijs katayontedoavtes, emdyovow eényjoes. 

Eusesius, Azst. Eccles. vi. 19. 


LIV. 


10 “Eri mpos tovros mepi tis mpos ‘EBpatovs émiorodjs 
év tais eis abriyy dpiriats Tabra dvadapBaver 
“Ort 6 xapaxtijp Tis A€Eews THs mpos ‘EBpaiovs ém- 
yeypappéevns emiatoAns odk Exe TO ev byw Ldiwrikdy 
Tod dmoaTiAou, duoroyjoavTos éavTov ‘ ididTnv eivar TO 
15 Ady, TouTécT. TH Ppdoet, GAAM EoTiv H emtoToA} 
cuvééce: Tis A€Eews “EAAnvixorépa, was 6 emioTdpevos 
kpivew gpdccwy Stapopas sporoyjca: dv, mwdédAw TE ad 
ére Ta vojpata THs emictoAns Oavpdoid éort, Kal ov 
SedTepa THY dmooTOALKGY 6foAoyoupévor ypappdror, Kal 
20T00To dv oupdyoa elvat adnOés mas 6 mpocéxov TH 
advayvadcet TH ATOTTOALK. 
Todros ped’ Erepa emupéper éyov" 
"Ey® 8& dmopawéipevos elo’ dv, ore Ta pev voy- 
pata Tod amoarédov éotiv, 7 8t dpdos Kal 4 otyOeots 
25 dropuynpovetcavtds Tivos Ta dmooToNKad, Kal wozrepel 
cxorLoypapiaavrds Tivos Ta eipnpwéva Ud TOD didacKddov, 
ei 71s obv ExkKAnola éxet TabTny Thy emioToAnY os IIad- 
Aov, atirn eddokipeirw Kai émt toiT@. od yap «ikh of 
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Porphyrys Objections to Allegorical Interpretations. 


Some persons, desiring to find a solution of the baseness 
of the Jewish Scriptures rather than abandon them, have 
had recourse to explanations inconsistent and incongruous 
with the words written, which explanations instead of 
supplying a defence of the foreigners, contain rather 5 
approval and praise of themselves. For they boast 
that the plain words of Moses are enigmas, and regard 
them as oracles full of hidden mysteries; and having 
bewildered the mental judgement by their folly, they 


make their explanations. 10 
N.L. 


Origen on the Authorship of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. 


In addition Origen makes the following statements in 
regard to the Epistle to the Hebrews in his Homilies 
upon it: 

‘That the verbal style of the epistle entitled “To the 
Hebrews,” is not rude like the language of the Apostle, 15 
who acknowledged himself “rude in speech,” that is, in 
expression ; but that its diction is purer Greek, any one 
who has the power to discern differences of phraseology 
will acknowledge. Moreover, that the thoughts of the 
epistle are admirable, and not inferior to the acknow- 20 
ledged Apostolic writings, any one who carefully examines 
the Apostolic text will admit.’ 

Farther on he adds: 

‘If I gave my opinion, I should say that the thoughts 
are those of the Apostle, but the diction and phraseology 25 
are those of some one who remembered the Apostolic 
teachings, and wrote down at his leisure what had been 
said by his teacher. Therefore if any Church holds that 
this epistle is by Paul, let it be commended for this. For 

K2 
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dpxaior dvdpes ds Ilavdov atriy mapadeddxacr, tis 8 
6 ypdipas tiv eémorodAjy, TO pev adAnOes Ocds oider, 
¢ Xv > € ~ va € Zs «7 XN 

n O¢ els Hpas POdoaca iotopia, Umd Tivwv peEv de- 
yovrev, bre Kdhuns 6 yevopevos eémicxoros ‘Popator 
5 eypawe tiv émictoAny, vd Tivev €, b7t Aovkds 6 
ypdrpas 7d edayyéduov Kai ras II pagers, bid, vi. 25. 


LV. 


Noovariav® piv yap evddyos amex Oavipeba, Staxd- 
Wave Thy éexxAnolay, kal Tivas Tov addeApar els doeBelas 
kai Braogpnpias édkvoavT., Kal wept Tod Ocod didacka- 

10 Alay dvooiwrdryny emeokuKAnoavTl, Kal Tov ypnaTéraTor 
Kipioy par 'Inooty Xpiotév ws advndreh cvkogpavrobyt, 
emi maou O€ TovTOLS Td AouTpdv aOeTOdYTL TO Aytov, Kal 
THY TE Tpd avTOD mioTW Kal bpodroyiay dvaTpérovTi, TO 
te IIvedpa 7d dywv && adbtav, ei kal tis Av eAmis Tob 

15 Wapapeivat my Kal émavedOciv apos avrovs, mavrTedas 
guyadevorre, Ibid. vii. 8. 


LVI. 


Quam unitatem tenere firmiter et vindicare debemus, 
maxime episcopi qui in ecclesia praesidemus, ut episco- 
patum quoque ipsum unum atque indivisum probemus. 

2o Nemo fraternitatem mendacio fallat, nemo fidem veritatis 
perfida praevaricatione corrumpat. Episcopatus unus est, 
cuius a singulis in solidum pars tenetur. Ecclesia una est, 
quae in multitudinem latius incremento fecunditatis ex- 
tenditur, quomodo solis multi radii sed lumen unun, et 

25 rami arboris multi sed robur unum tenaci radice fundatum, 
et cum de fonte uno rivi plurimi defluunt, numerositas licet 
diffusa videatur exundantis copiae largitate, unitas tamen 
servatur in origine. Cyprian, De Cath. Eccles. Unitate, 5. 
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not without reason have the ancients handed it down 
as Paul’s. But who wrote the epistle, in truth, God 
knows. The statement of some who have gone before us 
is that Clement, bishop of the Romans, wrote the epistle, 
and of others that Luke, the author of the Gospel and 5 
the Acts, wrote it. NUL. 


Dionysius of Alexandria on Novatian. 


For we hate Novatian with good reason, in that he 
divided the Church and led some of the brethren into 
impieties and blasphemies and introduced a most unholy 
doctrine concerning God, and slanders our most com- 10 
passionate Lord Jesus Christ as merciless. In addition 
to all this he rejects the holy washing, and overthrows the 
faith and confession which go before it, and utterly banishes 
from them the Holy Spirit, if there were any hope at all 
that he would remain with them or return to them, 15 


The Unity of the Church. 


Awnp this unity we ought firmly to hold and assert, 
especially those of us that are bishops who preside in the 
Church, that we may also prove the episcopate itself to be 
one and undivided. Let no one deceive the brotherhood 
by a falsehood: let no one corrupt the truth of the faith 2° 
by perfidious prevarication. The episcopate is one, each 
part of which is held by each one for the whole. The 
Church also is one, which is spread abroad far and wide 
into a multitude by an increase of fruitfulness. As there 
are many rays of the sun, but one light; and many 25 
branches of a tree, but one strength based in its tenacious 
root; and since from one spring flow many streams, 
although the multiplicity seems diffused in the liberality 
of an overflowing abundance, yet the unity is still pre- 
served in the source. A.N.L, 30 
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LVII. 


Cyprianvs PRESBYTERIS ET D1aconipvs RomaE 
ConsIsTENTIBVS FRaTRIBVS S. 

Factis ad vos litteris, fratres carissimi, quibus actus 
noster expositus et disciplinae ac diligentiae quantu- 
laecumque ratio declarata est, aliud accessit quod nec 
ipsum latere vos debuit. Nam frater noster Lucianus et 

5 ipse unus de confessoribus, fide quidem calidus et virtute 
robustus sed bene minus dominica lectione fundatus, 
quaedam conatus est inperite, iam pridem se auctorem 
constituens, ut manu eius scripti libelli gregatim multis 
nomine Pauli darentur, cum Mappalicus martyr cautus et 

10 verecundus, legis ac disciplinae memor, nullas contra 
evangelium litteras fecerit, sed tantum domestica pietate 
commotus matri et sorori suae quae lapsae fuerant man- 
daverit pacem dari, Saturninus quoque post tormenta 
adhuc in carcere constitutus nullas eiusmodi litteras 

15 emiserit. Lucianus vero non tantum Paulo adhuc in 
carcere posito nomine eius libellos manu sua _ scriptos 
passim dedit, sed et post eius excessum eadem facere sub 
eius nomine perseveravit, dicens hoc sibi ab illo esse 
mandatum et nesciens domino magis quam conservo 

20 obtemperandum. Aureli quoque adulescentis tormenta 
perpessi nomine libelli multi dati sunt eiusdem Luciani 
manu scripti, quod litteras ille non nosset. Cui rei ut 
aliquantum possit obsisti, litteras ad eos feci quas ad vos 
sub epistola priore transmisi, quibus petere et suadere 

25 non destiti ut dominicae legis et evangelii ratio teneretur. 
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On Church Discipline. 


Cyprian to the presbyters and deacons abiding at 
Rome, his brethren, greeting. After the letters that 
I wrote to you, beloved brethren, in which what I had 
done was explained, and some slight account was given of 
my discipline and diligence, there came another matter 5 
which, any more than the others, ought not to be concealed 
from you. For our brother Lucian, who himself also is 
one of the confessors, earnest indeed in faith, and robust 
in virtue, but little established in the reading of the Lord’s 
word, has attempted certain things, constituting himself 10 
for a time an authority for unskilled people, so that 
certificates written by his hand were given indiscriminately 
to many persons in the name of Paulus; whereas Mappa- 
licus the martyr, cautious and modest, mindful of the law 
and discipline, wrote no letters contrary to the Gospel, but 
only, moved with domestic affection forhis mother and sister, 
who had fallen, commanded peace to be given to them. 
Saturninus, moreover, after his torture, still remaining in 
prison, sent out no letters of this kind. But Lucian, not 
only while Paulus was still in prison, gave everywhere in 20 
his name certificates written with his own hand, but even 
after his decease persisted in doing the same things under 
his name, saying that this had been commanded him by 
Paulus, ignorant that he must obey the Lord rather than 
his fellow-servant. In the name also of Aurelius, a young 25 
man who had undergone the torture, many certificates 
were given, written by the hand of the same Lucian, 
because Aurelius did not know how to write himself. 

In order, in some measure, to put a stop to this practice, 
I wrote letters to them, which I have sent to you under 30 
the enclosure of the former letter, in which I did not fail 
to ask and persuade them that consideration might be had 
for the law of the Lord and the Gospel. But after I sent 


+ 


5 
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Post quas litteras quasi moderatius aliquid et temperantius 
fieret, universorum confessorum nomine Lucianus epi- 
stolam scripsit, qua paene omne vinculum fidei et timor 
dei et mandatum domini et evangelii sanctitas et firmitas 
solveretur. Scripsit enim omnium nomine universos eos 
pacem dedisse et hanc formam per me aliis episcopis 
innotescere velle, cuius epistolae exemplum ad vos trans- 
misi. 
Ip. Ef. 27. 


LVIII. 


PropTer quod [Num. xvi. 26] plebs obsequens prae- 
ceptis dominicis et Deum metuens a peccatore praeposito 
separare se debet, nec se ad sacrilegi sacerdotis sacrificia 
miscere, quando ipsa maxime habeat potestatem vel eli- 
gendi dignos sacerdotes vel indignos recusandi. Quod et 
ipsum videmus et divina auctoritate descendere, ut sacer- 
dos plebe praesente sub omnium oculis deligatur et dignus 
atque idoneus publico iudicio ac testimonio conprobetur, 
sicut in Numeris Dominus Moysi praecipit dicens [Num. 
XX. 25, 26]. Coram omni synagoga iubet Deus constitui 
sacerdotem, id est instruit et ostendit ordinationes sacer- 
dotales non nisi sub populi adsistentis conscientia fieri 
oportere, ut plebe praesente vel detegantur malorum 
crimina vel bonorum merita praedicentur et sit ordinatio 
iusta et legitima quae omnium suffragio et iudicio fuerit 
examinata.... Propter quod diligenter de traditione 
divina et apostolica observatione servandum est et te- 
nendum quod apud nos quoque et fere per provincias 
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my letters to them, that, as it were, something might be 
done more moderately and temperately ; the same Lucian 
wrote a letter in the name of all the confessors, in which 
well nigh every bond of faith, and fear of God, and the 
Lord’s command, and the sacredness and sincerity of the 5 
Gospel were dissolved. For he wrote in the name of all, 
that they had all given peace, and that he wished that this 
decree should be communicated through me to the other 
bishops, of which letter I transmitted a copy to you. 
A.N.L. 


Appointment of Bishops. 


On which account [Num. xvi. 26] a people obedient to 10 
the Lord’s precepts, and fearing God, ought to separate 
themselves from a sinful prelate, and not to associate 
themselves with the sacrifices of a sacrilegious priest, 
especially since they themselves have the power either of 
choosing worthy priests, or of rejecting unworthy ones. 15 
Which very thing, too, we observe to come from divine 
authority, that the priest should be chosen in the presence 
of the people under the eyes of all, and should be approved 
worthy and suitable by public judgement and testimony ; 
as in the book of Numbers the Lord commanded Moses, 20 
saying [Num. xx. 25, 26]. God commands a priest to be 
appointed in the presence of all the assembly; that is, He 
instructs and shows that the ordination of priests ought 
not to be solemnized except with the knowledge of the 
people standing near, that in the presence of the people 25 
either the crimes of the wicked may be disclosed, or the 
merits of the good may be declared, and the ordination, 
which shall have been examined by the suffrage and 
judgement of all, may be just and legitimate. ... For 
which reason you must diligently observe and keep the 30 
practice delivered from divine tradition and Apostolic 
observance, which is also maintained among us, and 
almost throughout all the provinces ; that for the proper 
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universas tenetur, ut ad ordinationes rite celebrandas ad 
eam plebem cui praepositus ordinatur episcopi eiusdem 
provinciae proximi quique conveniant et episcopus deli- 
gatur plebe praesente, quae singulorum vitam plenissime 
5 novit et uniuscuiusque actum de eius conversatione per- 
spexit. Ip. Zp. 67. 


LIX. 


Quon si aliquis illud opponit ut dicat eandem Nova- 
tianum legem tenere quam catholica ecclesia teneat, eodem 
symbolo quo et nos baptizare, eundem nosse deum 

10 patrem, eundem filium Christum, eundem spiritum sanc- 
tum, ac propter hoc usurpare eum potestatem baptizandi 
posse quod videatur interrogatione baptismi a nobis non 
discrepare: sciat quisque hoc opponendum putat primum 
non esse unam nobis et schismaticis symboli legem neque 

15 eandem interrogationem. Nam cum dicunt, Credis in 
remissionem peccatorum et vitam aeternam per sanctam 
ecclesiam, mentiuntur interrogatione, quando non habeant 
ecclesiam. Tunc deinde voce sua ipsi confitentur remis- 
sionem peccatorum non dari nisi per sanctam ecclesiam 

20 posse, quam non habentes ostendunt remitti illic peccata 
non posse. Ip. Zp. 69. 


LX. 


NEscio qua etenim praesumptione ducuntur quidam de 
collegis nostris ut putent eos qui apud haereticos tincti 
sunt, quando ad nos venerint, baptizari non oportere, eo 

25 quod dicant unum baptisma esse: quod unum scilicet in 
ecclesia catholica est, quia ecclesia una est et esse 
baptisma praeter ecclesiam non potest. Nam cum duo 
baptismata esse non possint, si haeretici vere baptizant, 
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celebration of ordinations all the neighbouring bishops of 
the same province should assemble with that people for 
which a prelate is ordained; and the bishop should be 
chosen in the presence of the people, who have most fully 


known the life of each one, and have looked into the doings 5 


of each one as respects his habitual conduct. 
A.N.L. 


Schismatical Baptism worthless. 


But if any one says by way of objection that Novatian 
holds the same law as the Catholic Church holds, baptizes 
with the same creed as ourselves, and recognizes the same 
God as Father, the same Christ as Son, and the same 
Holy Spirit ; and that for this reason he can take to him- 
self the power of baptizing, because he seems not to differ 
from ourselves in his baptismal questioning—whoso 
thinks this a good objection, let him know first that we 
and the schismatics have neither one law of the creed nor 
the same questioning, for when they say, ‘Dost thou 
believe in the forgiveness of sins and life eternal through 
the Holy Church ?’ they lie in their questioning, because 
they have no Church. Then, again, with their own voice 
they themselves confess that forgiveness of sins cannot be 
given except through the Holy Church; and, as they 
have not this, they show that with them sins cannot be 
forgiven. 


Fleretical Baptism invalid. 


For I know not by what argument some of our colleagues 
are led to think that when those come to us who have been 
dipped by heretics, they ought not to be baptized, on the 
ground as they say that there is one baptism; which one 
of course is in the Catholic Church, for the Church is one, 
and baptism there is none outside the Church. For since 


5 


there cannot be two baptisms, then if heretics in truth 30 


« 
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ipsi habent baptisma... nos autem dicimus eos qui inde 
veniunt non rebaptizari apud nos sed baptizari. Neque 
enim accipiunt illic aliquid ubi nihil est, sed veniunt ad 
nos ut hic accipiant ubi et gratia et veritas omnis est, quia 


5 et gratia et veritas una est. 
Ip. Zp. 71. 


LXI. 


Eos autem qui Romae sunt non ea in omnibus obser- 
vare quae sint ab origine tradita et frustra apostolorum 
auctoritatem praetendere scire quis etiam inde potest, 
quod circa celebrandos dies Paschae et circa multa alia 

1o divinae rei sacramenta videat esse apud illos aliquas 
diversitates nec observari illic omnia aequaliter quae 
Hierosolymis observantur, secundum quod ‘in ceteris 
quoque plurimis provinciis multa pro locorum et hominum 
diversitate variantur, nec tamen propter hoc ab ecclesiae 

15 catholicae pace atque unitate aliquando discessum est. 
Quod nunc Stephanus ausus est facere rumpens adversus 
vos pacem, quam semper antecessores eius vobiscum 
amore et honore mutuo custodierunt, adhuc etiam in- 
famans Petrum et Paulum beatos apostolos, quasi hoc 

20 ipsi tradiderint, qui in epistolis suis haereticos execrati 
sunt et ut eos evitemus monuerunt. Unde apparet tradi- 
tionem hance humanam esse quae haereticos asserit et 
baptisma quod non nisi solius ecclesiae est eos habere 
defendit. 

Ib. £2. 75. 


LXII. 


Cyprianvs Svccesso Fratri S.... 


25 --- Quae autem sunt in vero ita se habent, rescripsisse 
Valerianum ad senatum ut episcopi et presbyteri et 
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baptize, it is they who have the baptism. ... We however 
say that those who come thence are not rebaptized with us 
but baptized, for indeed they receive not anything there 
where nothing is, but come to us that they may here 
receive where there is both grace and all truth, since both 5 
grace and truth are one. 


Firmilian’s Letter to Cyprian. 


Bur that they who are at Rome do not observe those 
things in all cases which are handed down from the begin- 
ning, and vainly allege the authority of the Apostles; 
any one may know also from the fact, that concerning the 1 
celebration of Easter, and concerning many other sacra- 
ments of divine matters, he may see that there are some 
diversities among them, and that all things are not observed 
among them alike, which are observed at Jerusalem, just 
as in very many other provinces also many things are 
varied because of the difference of the places and names. 
And yet on this account there is no departure at all from 
the peace and unity of the Catholic Church, such as 
Stephen has now dared to make; breaking the peace 
against you, which his predecessors have always kept with 
you in mutual love and honour, even herein defaming 
Peter and Paul the blessed Apostles, as if the very men 
delivered this who in their epistles execrated heretics, 
and warned us to avoid them. Whence it appears 
that this tradition is of men which maintains heretics, 2 
and asserts that they have baptism, which belongs to the 
Church alone. N.L. 


& 


The Edict of Valerian. 


Cyprian to his brother Successus, greeting. ... But the 
truth concerning them is as follows, that Valerian had 


5 


Oo 


sent a rescript to the Senate, to the effect that bishops and 30 
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diaconi in continenti animadvertantur, senatores vero et 
egregii viri et equites Romani dignitate amissa etiam 
bonis spolientur et si ademptis facultatibus Christiani 
[esse] perseveraverint, capite quoque multentur, matronae 
5 ademptis bonis in exilium relegentur, Caesariani autem 
quicumque vel prius confessi fuerant vel nunc confessi 
fuerint confiscentur et vincti in Caesarianas possessiones 


descripti mittantur. 
Ip. Ep. 80. 


LXIll. 

Kai ard rev vonpdétov 8, Kal ard Tov Pnudtov kal 

10 tHe cuvrdgews adbrav, ekérws repos odTos map’ éxeivoy 
brovonOjcerar. auvddovar pev yap adAAHAOS Td eday- 
yéXtov Kal % émioToAyH, dpolws Te dpxovTat. Td pey 
gnoiv, ‘Ev dpyxf fv 6 dbyos’’ 4 Oé, ‘O Hv am apyis.’ 
To pov gnoi, ‘Kal 6 débyos cdpE eyévero, Kai éoky- 
15 vooev ev npiv, kal COcacdpeOa tiv ddgav adtod, ddéav 
as povoyevods mapa matpés’ 4 S& Ta adta& oplkpa 
mapnrdaypéva’ °°O axnkébaper, 5 Ewpdkapev Tots 6pbad- 
fois Hp@v, 6 bcacdpcba, Kai al xeipes Hua enrddnaar, 
epi TOO Adyou THs faAs* Kal 7 Cwm epavepdén. Tatra 
20 yap mpoavakpoverar Siarewvdpevos, ws ev Tots ééqs ed7- 
Awce mpds Tods ‘ovK ev capKki’ PécoKovras ‘ eAndvbévat’ 
tov Kipiov: 66 kal ovvqwev emipedas, ‘Kal 3 éwpd- 
Kapev paptupodpev, Kal amayyéAdopey dpiv thy Cony 
Tiv aidviov, H Tis qv mpds Tov marépa, Kal Epavepson 
25 Huiv: 0 éwpdkapev Kal adknkdapev, atayyédAopey bpiv. 
éxeTat adtod, kal tév mpobécewy ovK adiorarat, did 6 
Tav abtav Kehadraloy Kal dvoydrwv mdévra diegépxerat 
dy rive piv hpeis ovvtépws vrropvicoper, 6 S& mpoo- 
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presbyters and deacons should immediately be punished ; 
but that senators, and men of importance, and Roman 
knights, should lose their dignity, and moreover be de- 
prived of their property; and if, when their means were 


taken away, they should persist in being Christians, then 5 


they should also lose their heads ; but that matrons should 
be deprived of their property, and sent into banishment. 
Moreover, people of Caesar’s household, whoever of them 
had either confessed before, or should now confess, should 
have their property confiscated, and should be sent in 
chains by assignment to Caesar’s estates. 


Dionysius of Alexandria on the authorship of the 
Apocalypse. 


Anp from the thoughts too, and from the words and 
their arrangement, this writer may reasonably be supposed 
different from the other. For the Gospel and the Epistle 
agree together, and begin in like manner. The one says, 
‘In the beginning was the Word’; the other, ‘That which 
was from the beginning.’ The one says, ‘And the Word 
became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, glory as of an only-begotten from the Father’; the 
other the same a little varied, ‘That which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we beheld, and 
our hands handled, of the Word of life, and the life was 
manifested.” For this he makes his prelude and stead- 
fastly maintains, as he makes plain in what follows, against 
those who say ‘That the Lord has not come in flesh’: 
wherefore also he carefully adds, ‘And that which we have 
seen we testify, and we declare unto you the eternal life 
which was with the Father and was manifested to us: that 
which we have seen and heard declare we unto you.’ He 
is consistent with himself, and does not depart from his 
purposes, but goes through all things under the same 
heads and names, of which we will shortly mention some. 


4 


5 


3° 
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exds évtuyxdvoy edpjoe év éxarépo moAdijy ‘Thy 
(wiv, Tord ‘7d pas, amoTpomiy Tod ak6érous, ouvexa 
‘hv ddndeav, Thy xdpiv, Thy xapdy, tiv odpKa Kal 
76 aipa tod Kupiov, tiv xpiow, Thy dpeoiy Toy apapTior, 
5TH mpos huas adydrnv tod Ocod, tiv mpos adAHAovs 
Huds aydrns evtoAnv, os mdoas det gvddocev rds 
évroAds’ 6 @deyxos To Kéopou, ToD diaBdrov, Tod dyTi- 
xpiarou, 1) émayyeria Tod aytiov IIvetparos, 4 viobecia 
Tod Ocot, 4 di’? bdov ‘mictis’ Hudy admaroupévn, ‘6 
10 IIatjp kai 6 Yids’ mavtaxod: Kal dros did mévtov 
xapaxrnpifovras, Eva Kal Tov avtov auvopay Tod Te 
evayyediov Kal Ths émioToAns yxp@ra mpokeitat, ad- 
Aowordrn S& Kal Eévn apd tadra 7 amokddupis, pyre 
egantopévyn, pire yeiTvidca tovTav pydevi cxeddv, os 
15 elrreiv, pnd ovddAaBHy mpds avTa KowwHY exovoa’ GAN 
ovde poipny twa ovde evvotay ovTE  emtaTOAH Ths 
dmoxahiveas Exer* (€@ yap 76 evayyédtov’) ove Tis 
émiatohis 1 amoxddvyis: Ilavdov dia tev émioTohav 
bropyvavrés Tu Kai wepl THY arroKkadtewy adrod, as ovK 
20 évéypawpe Kad’ abtds, ert dt Kal Sid THS Ppdoews Thy 
Ovagopdv eat Texunpacbat Tob edayyedrlov Kal Tis 
émiaTohns mpos THY amokdAupw, Ta pey yap ov 
pévoy dmtaistas Kata tiv “Eddjvey gdaviv, ddAd kal 
Aoyldrara Tails A€Eeot, Tois gvAACYyLo pois, Tais cvvTdgeor 
25 77S Epunveias yéypanmtat, modAdob ye det BdpBapéov tive. 
POdyyov, 7 aodroikicpdv, 7) ddAws iStwticpoy ev adrois 
etpeOjvat, éxdrepov yap eixev, as €otke, Tov Abyov, augo- 
Tépous abTG xapioapévov tod Kupiou, rév re THS yvdoews, 
Tov Te TIS dpdoews, ToiT@ dé dmoKdAviy pev éwpakévat, 
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He that reads carefully will find in either much mention of 
the life, the light, the turning away of darkness ; and con- 
tinually the truth, the grace, the joy, the flesh and the blood 
of the Lord, the judgement, the forgiveness of sins, the love 
of God for us, the command to us to love one another, the 5 
need of keeping all the commandments, the conviction of 
the world, of the devil and of Antichrist, the promise of the 
Holy Spirit, the adoption of God, the faith which is 
throughout required of us, everywhere the Father and the 
Son. In short, if we mark them by all their characters, it 10 
is plain to see that the complexion of the Gospel and of 
the Epistle is one and the same. But the Apocalypse is 
entirely different from these and foreign to them, neither 
touching nor bordering on any of them; scarcely, so to 
say, having even a syllable in common with them. Nay, 15 
more, the Epistle (for I let alone the Gospel) contains 
neither mention nor thought of the Apocalypse, nor yet the 
Apocalypse of the Epistle, whereas Paul by his Epistles 
signified something even of his visions, which he did not 
separately insert. Moreover, we may conjecture from the zo 
diction the difference of the Gospel and the Epistle from 
the Apocalypse. For the former are written not only 
without error, as regards the rules of Greek, but very 
elegantly in words, in reasonings, and in arrangement of 
the explanations. We are very far from finding in them 25 
a barbarous word or a solecism, or any vulgarism at all. 
For he had, as it appears, both the one word and the other, 
as the Lord had granted both to him—that of knowledge, 


and that of expression. That the other saw a revelation 
L 
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kal yrdow eidngévat kal mpopytelav, odk dvTepd* Siddek- 
Tov pévrot Kal yhaocay obk akpiBas édAAnvigovcay adtod 
Bréro, GAN ididpacivy te BapBapixots xpopevor, kai mov 
kal codoifovra, dmep ovK dvayKaiov viv éxdéyew: 
5 ovdt yap émicxértov, ph TIS voulon, Tabra elmov, dAN 
pévov Thy avopoiérnra StevOUvar Tév ypapar, 
Eusesius, Hist. Eccles. vii. 25. 


LXIV. 


Adtoxpétwp Kaicap Tovrdws Atxivios Taddtyvis, 
evoeBis, edtuxys, oeBaorés, Atovvoim Kai IIivva kal 
Anpntpio, Kai Tots rowrots émickémols. THY eepyeoiay 

10 THS eurs Owpeds Oi& mavtds Tod Kbcpou éxBiBacOnvat 
mpocéraga dmws ard Tomav Tov OpnoKevoipery droyw- 
phowct. Kal dia rodro Kal tpels THs avTtypadhs THs 
éuns 73 Timm xphoba Stvacbe, dore pndeva dpiv 
2 7S % ~ ee A x JEN a. oe 
évoxydely, Kal Toto émep KaTd 7d e€dov Advarar bd 
Ag ay > ~ wt x wm. eB ~~ # 

15 Uply advamAnpovabat, 4On mpd ToAdOD Ur’ éwod cuyKexa- 

x A a > 4 ra £ = ef 
pytat, Kal dia toito AvpyAtos Kuphvios, 6 rod peyiorov 
mpdyparos mpootaretwy, Tov TUmov Tov Um éuod Sobévta 
Aa 
Sragurd£et, Ibid. 13, 


LXV. 


Tod 8% ody IIatvdov odvy Kal tH THS TiaTews dpOodogia 
20 THS emioKomAs dmomentwxoros, Aduvos, ws elpntat, THY 
“4 fod yy? fe 2 4 14 
AeTroupylav THs Kata “Avtidyeray éxkAnoias dredé~aro, 
ey ‘ A na Pa ~ ~ ts ~ coon 2 
ard yap pndapas éexorivat Tob Tlatvdov tot tis éxKAn- 
gias oikov @édovtos, Bacideds evtevybels Adpndravds 
aicitata mepl rob mpaxréov dieiAnde, TovTois veipa 
25 mpootdtTwy Tov oikov, ois dv of Kata Thy “ITadiav Ka. 
c ~ 
Tv ~Popaiwy widw éricxoro tod Séyparos émorér- 
Aotev, Ibid 30. 


HE. vias.) Larly Christian Writers. 147 


and received knowledge and prophecy, I will not dispute: 
howbeit I see that his dialect and language are not ac- 
curately Greek, but that he used barbarous vulgarisms, 
and in some places downright solecisms. But these I need 
not now pick out ; for I do not write this in mockery—let no 5 
man think it—but only to show plainly the unlikeness of 
the writings. 


Rescript of Gallienus. 


Tue Emperor Caesar Publius Licinius Gallienus, Pius, 
Felix, Augustus, to Dionysius, Pinnas, Demetrius, and the 
other bishops. I have ordered the bounty of my gift to be 10 
declared through all the world, that they may depart from 
the places of religious worship. And for this purpose you 
may use this copy of my rescript, that no one may molest 
you. And this which you are now enabled lawfully to do, 
has already for a long time been conceded by me. There- 15 
fore Aurelius Cyrenius, who is the chief administrator of 
affairs, will observe this ordinance which I have given. 

N.L. 


Aurelian’s Decision of the Bishopric of Antioch. 


So then, as Paul had fallen from the bishopric as well 
as from the orthodox faith, Domnus as was said before 
succeeded him as bishop of the Church of Antioch. But 20 
as Paul entirely refused to leave the church-house, petition 
was made to the emperor Aurelian, and he gave a very 
just decision of the matter, by ordering the house to be 
given up to those with whom the bishops of Italy and 


Rome held intercourse. 25 
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LXVI. 


"Eros rodro fv évveaxadéxatov THs AtoxdAntiavod 
Bactre‘as, Avorpos piv, yor 8 av ovros Mdprios 
kata ‘Popatous, év @, THis TOO awrnpiou méBovs <oprijs 
eiceAavvovens, frAwTo mavtaxysoe Baoidika ypdupara, 
ras pv éxxdnolas eis eaghos pépev, tas dé ypadgds 
agaveis wupi yevérOat mpoordrrovra, Kal Tos pev Timis 
érevAnupévous, atipous, Tods O& év olkeriats, ef émipé- 
voey TH ToO Xpiotiavicpod mpobéce, edrevOepias ore- 
peiobar mpoayopetovra, Kal H pay mpdtn Kal? jpav 
ypapy Toadrn Tis Hv per od odd O éTépwv emiporry- 
cdvTav ypappdtav, mpocerdtteTo Tovs TaY éKxKdnoLov 
mpoédpovs ma&vras Tods KaT& mdvTa Tomov TpATA ev 
Seopots tmapadidocba, <i’ taorepov méon pnxavq Ovew 
efavaynd fer Oat. Ibid. viii. 2, 
LXVII. 


Sep si, inquiunt, Christus in hoc missus a deo est, ut 
infelices animas ab interitionis exitio liberaret, quid 
saecula commeruerunt priora, quae ante ipsius adventum 
mortalitatis conditione consumpta sunt? Potestis enim 
scire, quid sit cum animis actum priscorum veterri- 
morumque mortalium, subventum et his an sit ratione 
aliqua, consultum atque provisum? Potestis, inquam, 
scire id quod Christo potuit docente cognosci, infinita 
an finita sint saecula ex quo in terris esse genus hominum 
coepit, quando primum animae corporibus inligatae, quis 
auctor vinctionis istius, quinimmo ipsius quisnam hominis 
fabricator, quo priorum abscesserint animae, quibus in 
mundi partibus aut regionibus fuerint, corruptibiles an 
contra, potuerintne accedere ad * * periculum moriendi, 
nisi tempore necessario conservator occurrisset Christus ? 


30 Exponite has curas et incognitas vobis relinquite quaes- 


tiones: miseratio et illis impertita est regia et aequaliter 
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The Edicts of Diocletian. 


Tuis year was the nineteenth of the reign of Diocletian, 
the month Dystrus, which is called March by the Romans, 
when as the feast of the Saviour’s Passion was approach- 
ing, imperial edicts were published everywhere, com- 
manding the churches to be levelled with the ground and 5 
the Scriptures to be destroyed with fire, and ordering that 
those possessed of honour should lose their honour, and 
that they of Caesar’s household, if they held to their pro- 
fession of Christianity, should be deprived of freedom. 
Such was the first edict against us; and before long by to 
other edicts following it was ordered that all the rulers of 
the Churches everywhere should first be committed to 
bonds, and afterwards by every art be made to sacrifice. 


The heathen before Christ (Arnobius). 


But if, my opponents say, Christ was sent by God for 
this end, that he might deliver unhappy souls from ruin 1g 
and destruction, of what crime were former ages guilty 
which were cut off in their mortal state before He came? 
Can you, then, know what has become of these souls of 
men who lived long ago? whether they, too, have [not] 
been aided, provided, and cared for in some way? Can 20 
you, I say, know that which could have been learned 
through Christ’s teaching ; whether the ages are unlimited 
in number or not since the human race began to be on 
the earth; when souls were first bound to bodies; who 
contrived that binding, nay, rather, who formed man 25 
himself; whither the souls of men who lived before us 
have gone; in what parts or regions of the world they 
were; whether they were corruptible or not; whether 
they could have encountered the danger of death, if Christ 
had not come forward as their preserver at their time of 30 
need? Lay aside these cares, and abandon questions to 
which you can find no answer. The Lord’s compassion 
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per omnes divina beneficia cucurrerunt : conservatae sunt, 
liberatae sunt et mortalitatis sortem conditionemque 
posuerunt. Quo genere, quae, quando? Si adrogantia, si 
typhus, si elatio abesset a vobis, iamdudum haec scire 


5 Christo potuistis auctore. 
Arnosius, Adv. Nationes, ii. 63. 


LXVIII. 


Ex iis qui mihi noti sunt Minucius Felix non ignobilis 
inter causidicos loci fuit. Huius liber, cui Octavio titulus 
est, declarat quam idoneus veritatis assertor esse potuisset, 
si se totum ad id studium contulisset. Septimius quoque 

10 Tertullianus fuit omni genere litterarum peritus, sed in 
eloquendo parum facilis et mi us comptus et multum 
obscurus fuit. Ergo ne hic quidem satis celebritatis 
invenit. Unus igitur praecipuus et clarus exstitit Cypri- 
anus, quoniam et magnam sibi gloriam ex artis oratoriae 

15 professione quaesierat et admodum multa conscripsit in 
suo genere miranda. Erat enim ingenio facili copioso 
suavi et, quae sermonis maxima est virtus, aperto, ut 
discernere non queas, utrumne oratior in eloquendo an 
felicior in explicando an potentior in persuadendo fuerit. 

20 Hic tamen placere ultra verba sacramentum ignorantibus 
non potest, quoniam mystica sunt quae locutus est et ad 
id praeparata, ut a solis fidelibus audiantur: denique a 
doctis huius saeculi, quibus forte scripta eius innotuerunt, 
derideri solet. 

LactantTius, Div. Inst. v. 1. 


LXIX. 


25 DiIocLeT1aNus, qui scelerum inventor et malorum machi- 
nator fuit, cum disperderet omnia, ne a deo quidem 
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has been shown to them, too, and the divine kindness has 
been extended to all alike; they have been preserved, 
have been delivered, and have laid aside the lot and 
condition of mortality. Of what kind, [my opponents 
ask,] what, when? If you were free from presumption, 5 
arrogance, and conceit, you might have learned long ago 
from this teacher. AN.L, 


Lactantius criticizing earlier Apologists. 


Or those who are known to me, Minucius Felix was 
of no mean rank among pleaders. His book, which is 
entitled Octavius, shows how suitable a maintainer of the 10 
truth he could have been, if he had devoted himself 
entirely to that occupation. Septimius Tertullianus too 
was skilled in every sort of literature, but in eloquence he 
had little readiness, with small polish and much obscurity. 
So neither did he find renown enough. Cyprianus there- 15 
fore was the one more than others conspicuous and 
eminent, for he had won to himself much glory from his 
profession of the art of oratory, and he has written a great 
number of things in their own sort worthy of admiration. 
For he was of a ready spirit, fluent, agreeable, and (what 20 
is a very great excellence of language) plain, so that you 
cannot decide whether he was more elegant in language, 
or happier in explanation, or stronger in persuasion. Yet 
even he cannot please—further than his words—those 
who do not know the mystery, since the words he has 2 
spoken are mystical, and shaped to the end that they may 
be understood of the faithful only: in short, by the learned 
of this age to whom his writings have by chance become 
known, he is commonly ridiculed. 


Misgovernment of Diocletian. 


Wuen Diocletian, that inventor of crimes and deviser 30 
of evils, was ruining all things, he could not refrain his 
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manus potuit abstinere. Hic orbem terrae simul et 
avaritia et timiditate subvertit. Tres enim participes regni 
sui fecit, in quatuor partes orbe diviso, et multiplicatis 
exercitibus, cum singuli eorum longe maiorem numerum 
militum habere contenderunt, quam priores principes 


on 


habuerant, cum soli rempublicam gererent. Adeo maior 
esse coeperat numerus accipientium, quam dantium, ut 
enormitate indictionum consumptis viribus colonorum, de- 
sererentur agri et culturae verterentur in silvam. Et ut 
10 omnia terrore complerentur, provinciae quoque in frustra 
concisae: multi praesides et plura officia singulis regioni- 
bus ac paene iam civitatibus incubare; item rationales 
multi, et magistri, et vicarii praefectorum, quibus omnibus 
civiles actus admodum rari, sed condemnationes tantum 
15 et proscriptiones frequentes, exactiones rerum innumera- 
bilium, non dicam crebrae, sed perpetuae, et in exactioni- 
bus iniuriae non ferendae. Haec quoque tolerari possunt 
quae ad exhibendos milites spectant. Idem _ insatiabili 
avaritia thesaurus nunquam minui volebat, sed semper 
20 extraordinarias opes ac largitiones congerebat, ut ea quae 
recondebat, integra atque inviolata servaret. Idem cum 
variis iniquitatibus immensam faceret caritatem, legem 
pretiis rerum venalium statuere conatus est. Tunc ob 
exigua et vilia multus sanguis effusus, nec venale quid- 
25 quam metu apparebat, et caritas multo deterius exarsit, 
donec lex necessitate ipsa post multorum exitium sol- 
veretur. Huc accedebat infinita quaedam cupiditas aedi- 
ficandi, non minor provinciarum exactio in exhibendis 
operariis, et artificibus, et plaustris omnibusque quaecumque 
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hands even from God. He was the man who overturned 
the whole world, partly by avarice and partly by cowardice. 
He made three partners in his government, dividing the 
Empire into four parts, so that armies were multiplied, 
because each of the four endeavoured to have a much 5 
greater number of soldiers than former emperors had 
when they ruled the state alone. Thus the receivers of 
taxes began to be more in number than the payers, so 
that by reason of the consumption of husbandmen’s goods 
by the excess of land-taxes, the farms were left waste 10 
and tilled lands turned into forest. In order too that all 
places might be filled with terror the provinces also were 
cut up into fragments, and many presidents and sundry 
companies of officials lay heavy on every territory, and 
indeed almost on every city; and there were many is 
receivers besides and secretaries and deputies of the 
prefects. All these very seldom had civil cases before 
them, only condemnations and continual confiscations and 
requisitions—I will not say frequent, but unceasing—of 
every kind of property, and in the levying intolerable 2° 
wrongs. Even these might be borne if they were intended 
to provide pay for the soldiers; but Diocletian in his 
insatiable avarice would never let his treasures be 
diminished, but was always heaping up extraordinary aids 
and benevolences, in order to keep his hoards untouched 25 
and inviolate. Again, when by various evil deeds he 
caused a prodigious scarcity, he essayed by law to fix the 
prices of goods in the market. Then much blood was 
shed for trifling and paltry wares, and through fear 
nothing appeared in the market, so that the scarcity was 30 
made much worse, till after the law had ruined multitudes 
it was of sheer necessity abolished. In addition to this 
he had an unlimited taste for building, and levied of the 
provincials as unlimited exactions for the wages of work- 
men and artificers, and the supplying of wagons and 45 
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sint fabricandis operibus necessaria. Hic basilicae, hic 
circus, hic moneta, hic armorum fabrica, hic uxori domus, 
hic filiae. Repente magna pars civitatis exceditur. Migra- 
bant omnes cum coniugibus ac liberis, quasi urbe ab 
5 hostibus capta. Et cum perfecta haec fuerant cum interitu 
provinciarum, Non recte facta sunt, aiebat; alio modo 
fiant. Rursus dirui ac mutari necesse erat, iterum fortasse 
casura. Ita semper dementabat, Nicomediam studens 
urbi Romae coaequare. Iam illud praetereo, quam multi 
10 perierint possessionum, aut opum gratia. Hoc enim usi- 
tatum et fere licitum consuetudine malorum. Sed in hoc 
illud fuit praecipuum, quod ubicunque cultiorem agrum 
viderat, aut ornatius aedificium, iam parata domino ca- 
lumnia et poena capitalis, quasi non posset rapere aliena 


15 sine sanguine. 
Ip. De Mort. Pers. 7. 


LXX. 


INTER caetera, quae pro rei publicae semper commodis 
atque utilitate disponimus, nos quidem volueramus antehac, 
iuxta leges veteres et publicam disciplinam Romanorum, 
cuncta corrigere, atque id providere, ut etiam Christiani, 

20 qui parentum suorum reliquerant sectam, ad bonas mentes 
redirent: siquidem quadem ratione tanta eosdem Christi- 
anos voluntas invasisset et tanta stultitia occupasset, ut 
non illa veterum instituta sequerentur, quae forsitan pri- 
mum parentes eorundem constituerant; sed pro arbitrio 

25 suo atque ut iisdem erat libitum, ita sibimet leges 
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everything else that was wanted for the works in hand. 
Here were public offices, there a circus, here a mint, 
there a factory of arms, here a palace for his wife, and 
there one for his daughter. On a sudden a large part of 
the city is turned out of doors: they all had to remove 5 
with wives and children, as if the city had been taken by 
enemies. And when the works had been finished at the 
cost of ruin to the provinces—‘ They are not done right,’ 
he used to say; ‘let them be done another way.’ So they 
had to be pulled down and altered, perhaps only to be 10 
demolished again. Thus he always played the madman 
in his endeavour.to equal Nicomedia with imperial Rome. 
I leave untold how many perished on account of their 
estates or wealth, for by the custom of evil men this was 
become frequent and almost lawful. Yet the worst of 15 
it was this, that wherever he saw a field more care- 
fully tilled or a house more elegantly adorned than usual, 
straightway an accusation and capital sentence was pre- 
pared for the owner as though he could not spoil his 
neighbour’s goods without shedding of blood. 20 


The Toleration Edict of Galerius. 


Amoncst our other arrangements, which we are always 
making for the use and profit of the commonwealth, we 
for our part had heretofore endeavoured to set all things 
right according to the ancient laws and public order of 
the Romans, and to compass this also that the Christians 25 
too who had left the persuasion of their own fathers 
should return to a better mind; seeing that through 
some strange reasoning such wilfulness had seized the 
Christians and such folly possessed them, that, instead of 
following those constitutions of the ancients which per- 30 
adventure their own ancestors had first established, they 
were making themselves laws for their own observance, 
merely according to their own judgement and as their 
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facerent, quas observarent, et per diversa varios populos 
congregarent. Denique cum eiusmodi nostra iussio ex- 
stitisset, ut ad veterum se instituta conferrent, multi peri- 
culo subiugati, multi etiam deturbati sunt; atque cum 
5 plurimi in proposito perseverarent, ac videremus, nec diis 
eosdem cultum ac religionem debitam exhibere, nec 
Christianorum deum observare, contemplatione mitis- 
simae nostrae clementiae intuentes et consuetudinem 
sempiternam, qua solemus cunctis hominibus veniam 
toindulgere, promptissimam in his quoque indulgentiam 
nostram credidimus porrigendam; ut denuo sint Chris- 
tiani, et conventicula sua componant, ita ut ne quid contra 
disciplinam agant. Per aliam autem epistolam iudicibus 
significaturi sumus, quid debeant observare. Unde iuxta 
15 hanc indulgentiam nostram debebunt deum suum orare 
pro salute nostra, et rei publicae, ac sua, ut undiqueversum 
res publica praestetur incolumis, et securi vivere in sedibus 


suis possint. 
Ibid. 34. 


LXXI. 
Litterat Licinu. 


Cum feliciter tam ego Constantinus Augustus, quam 

20 etiam ego Licinius Augustus apud Mediolanum convenis- 
semus, atque universa, quae ad commoda et securitatem 
publicam pertinerent, in tractatu haberemus, haec inter 
caetera quae videbamus pluribus hominibus profutura, 
vel in primis ordinanda esse credidimus, quibus divinitatis 
25 reverentia continebatur, ut daremus et Christianis et 
omnibus liberam potestatem sequendi religionem, quam 
quisque voluisset, quo quidquid divinitatis in sede coelesti, 
nobis atque omnibus, qui sub potestate nostra sunt con- 
stituti, placatum ac propitium possit existere. Itaque hoc 
30 consilium salubri ac rectissima ratione ineundum esse 
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pleasure was, and in divers places were assembling sundry 
sorts of peoples. In short, when a command of ours had 
been set forth to the effect that they were to betake them- 
selves to the institutions of the ancients, many of them 
were subdued by danger, many also ruined; yet when 5 
great numbers held to their determination, and we saw 
that they neither gave worship and due reverence to the 
gods, nor yet regarded the god of the Christians—we 
therefore in consideration of our most mild clemency, and 
of the unbroken custom whereby we are used to grant 10 
pardon to all men, have thought it right in this case also 
to offer our speediest indulgence, that Christians may 
exist again, and may establish their meetings, yet so that 
they do nothing contrary to good order. By another 
letter we shall signify to magistrates, how they should 15 
proceed. Wherefore, in accordance with this indulgence 
of ours, they will be bound to pray their god for our 
good estate, and that of the commonwealth, and their 
own, that the commonwealth may endure on every side 
unharmed, and they may be able to live securely in 20 
their own homes. 


The Edict of Milan. 


Wuen we, Constantine Augustus and Licinius Augus- 
tus, had happily met together at Milan, and were holding 
consideration of all things which concern the advantage 
and security of the state, we thought that amongst other 25 
things which seemed likely to profit men generally, we 
ought in the very first place to set in order the conditions 
of the reverence paid to the Divinity, by giving to the 
Christians and all others full authority to follow whatever 
worship any man has chosen; whereby the Divinity which 30 
dwells in heaven may be benevolent and propitious to us, 
and to all who are placed under our authority. Therefore 
we thought it good with sound counsel and very right 
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credidimus, ut nulli omnino facultatem abnegandam puta- 
remus, qui vel observationi Christianorum, vel ei religioni 
mentem suam dederet, quam ipse sibi aptissimam esse 
sentiret ; ut possit nobis summa divinitas, cuius religioni 
5 liberis mentibus obsequimur, in omnibus solitum favorem 
suum benevolentiamque praestare. Quare scire dicatio- 
nem tuam convenit, placuisse nobis, ut amotis omnibus 
omnino conditionibus, quae prius scriptis ad officium tuum 
datis super Christianorum nomine videbantur, nunc libere 
©ac simpliciter unusquisque eorum, qui eandem obser- 
vandae religioni Christianorum gerunt voluntatem, citra 
ullam inquietudinem ac molestiam sui id ipsum observare 
contendant. Quae sollicitudini tuae plenissime signifi- 
canda esse credidimus, quo scires, nos liberam atque 
absolutam colendae religionis suae facultatem iisdem 
Christianis dedisse. Quod cum iisdem a nobis indultum 
esse pervideas, intelligit dicatio tua, etiam aliis religionis 
suae vel observantiae potestatem similiter apertam et 
liberam pro quiete temporis nostri esse concessam, 
out in colendo, quod quisque delegerit, habeat liberam 
facultatem, quod nobis placuit, ut neque cuiquam honori, 
neque cuiquam religioni aliquid a nobis detractum 
videatur. Atque hoc insuper in persona Christiano- 
rum statuendum esse censuimus, quod si eadem loca, 
sad quae antea convenire consuerant, de quibus etiam 
datis ad officium tuum litteris certa antehac forma fuerat 
comprehensa, priore tempore aliqui vel a fisco nostro, vel 
ab alio quocunque videntur esse mercati, eadem Chris- 
tianis sine pecunia et sine ulla pretii petitione, postposita 
o omni frustratione atque ambiguitate, restituantur. Qui 
etiam dono fuerunt consecuti, eadem similiter iisdem 
Christianis quantocius reddant. Et iam vel hi qui emerunt, 
vel qui dono fuerunt consecuti, si petiverint de nostra 


on 
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reason to lay down this law, that no man whatever should 
be refused any legal facility, who has given up his mind 
either to the observance of Christianity, or to the worship 
which he personally feels best suited to himself; to the 
end that the supreme Divinity, whose worship we freely 5 
follow, may continue in all things to grant us his wonted 
favour and goodwill. Wherefore your Devotion should 
know that it is our pleasure to abolish all conditions what- 
ever which appeared in former charters directed to your 
office about the Christians, that every one of those who 
have a common wish to observe the Christian worship 
may now truly and unconditionally endeavour to observe 
the same without any annoyance or disquiet. These 
things we thought good to signify in the fullest manner 
to your Carefulness, that you might know that we have1 
given freely and unreservedly to the said Christians 
authority to practise their worship. And when you per- 
ceive that we have made this grant to the said Christians, 
your Devotion understands that to others also freedom for 
their own worship and observance is likewise left open and 2 
freely granted, as befits the quiet of our times, that every 
man may have freedom in the practice of whatever wor- 
ship he has chosen, for it is not our will that aught be 
diminished from the honour of any worship. Moreover 


4 
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in regard to the Christians we have thought fit to ordain 25 


this also, that if any appear to have bought, whether from 
our exchequer or from any others, the places at which 
they were used formerly to assemble, concerning which 
definite orders have been given before now, and that by 
letters issued to your office—that the same be restored to 3 
the Christians, setting aside all delay and doubtfulness, 
without any payment or demand of price. Those also 
who have obtained them by gift shall restore them in like 
manner without delay to the said Christians; and those 
moreover who have bought them, as well as those who 3 
have obtained them by gift, if they request anything of our 
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benevolentia aliquid, vicarium postulent, quo et ipsis per 
nostram clementiam consulatur. Quae omnia corpori 
Christianorum protinus per intercessionem tuam ac sine 
mora tradi oportebit. Et quoniam iidem Christiani non 
5 ea loca tantum, ad quae convenire consuerunt, sed alia 
etiam habuisse noscuntur, ad ius corporis eorum, id est 
ecclesiarum, non hominum singulorum, pertinentia; ea 
omnia lege, qua superius comprehendimus; citra ullam 
prorsus ambiguitatem, vel controversiam iisdem Chris- 
Io tianis, id est, corpori et conventiculis eorum reddi iubebis : 
supra dicta scilicet ratione servata, ut il, qui eadem sine 
pretio, sicut diximus, restituant, indemnitatem de nostra 
benevolentia sperent. In quibus omnibus supra dicto cor- 
pori Christianorum intercessionem tuam efficacissimam 
15 exhibere debebis, ut praeceptum nostrum quantocius 
compleatur; quo etiam in hoc per clementiam nostram 
quieti publicae consulatur. Hactenus fiet, ut sicut su- 
perius comprehensum est, divinus iuxta nos favor, quem 
in tantis sumus rebus experti, per omne tempus prospere 
20 successibus nostris cum beatitudine publica perseveret. 
Ut autem huius sanctionis et benevolentiae nostrae 
forma ad omnium possit pervenire notitiam, prolata pro- 
grammate tuo haec scripta et ubique proponere, et ad 
‘omnium scientiam te perferre conveniet, ut huius bene- 
25 volentiae nostrae sanctio latere non possit. 
Ibid. 48. 


LXXII. 
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benevolence, they shall apply to the Vicarius, that order 
may be taken for them too by our Clemency. All these 
things must be delivered over at once and without delay 
by your intervention to the corporation of the Christians. 
And since the said Christians are known to have pos- 5 
sessed, not those places only whereto they were used to 
assemble, but others also belonging to their corporation, 
namely the churches, and not to individuals, we comprise 
them all under the above law, so that you will order them 
to be restored without any doubtfulness or dispute to 10 
the said Christians, that is to their corporation and 
assemblies; provided always as aforesaid, that those 
who restore them without price, as we said, shall expect 

a compensation from our benevolence. In all these things 
you must give the aforesaid Christians your most effective 15 
intervention, that our command may be fulfilled as soon 
as may be, and that in this matter, as well as others, order 
may be taken by our Clemency for the public quiet. So 
far we will ensure that, as is already said, the Divine 
favour which we have already experienced in so many 20 
affairs shall continue for all time to give us prosperity 
and successes, together with happiness for the State. 
But that it may be possible for this command of our 
benevolence to come to the knowledge of all men, it will 
be your duty by a proclamation of your own to publish 25 
everywhere and bring to the notice of all men this present 
document when it reaches you, that the command of this 
our benevolence may not be hidden. 


Constantine's Cross. 


[AccorDINGLy he called on him with earnest prayer and 
supplications that he would reveal to him who he was, 30 
and stretch forth his right hand to help him in his present 
difficulties.] And while he was thus praying with fervent 
entreaty, a most marvellous sign appeared to him from 
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heaven, the account of which it might have been hard to 
believe had it been related by any other person. But 
since the victorious emperor himself long afterwards 
declared it to the writer of this history, when he was 
honoured with his acquaintance and society, and confirmed 
his statement by an oath, who could hesitate to accredit 
the relation, especially since the testimony of after-time 
has established its truth? He said that about noon, when 
the day was already beginning to decline, he saw with his 
own eyes the trophy of a cross of light in the heavens, 
above the sun, and bearing the inscription, ConquER BY 
THis. At this sight he himself was struck with amaze- 
ment, and his whole army also, which followed him on 
this expedition, and witnessed the miracle. 

He said, moreover, that he doubted within himself what 
the import of this apparition could be. And while he 
continued to ponder and reason on its meaning, night 
suddenly came on; then in his sleep the Christ of God 
appeared to him with the same sign which he had seen in 


° 


_ 


5 


the heavens, and commanded him to make a likeness of 20 


that sign which he had seen in the heavens, and to use it 


as a safeguard in all engagements with his enemies. 
N.L. 
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Priscilla and Maximilla, 84, 120. 

Proclus, Montanist, 30. 

Prophets, 20, 22. 


Quadratus, 42. 
Rome, church of : founded by Apos- 
tles, 30, 94; disputes Ep. Hebr., 
2 


32. 
— bishops of, 94sq., and see their 
names, 





167 


Sagaris, martyr, go. 
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THE END. 
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